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INTRODUCTORY. 

gFTKN in the East, as in Southern Europe, 
^nd especially in Italy, you see monas- 
teiies and convents built on hiU summits. 
Those places afforded safety, isolation 
and <iiiiot, so that, sundered from the world, 
lite of prayer and meditation could be led 
within them. The strongholds of feudatory 
lords also were raised on the peaks of hills, that 
from those eyries they might overawe the r^ons 
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around them. The retreats, both of the men of 
thought and of the men of action, remam for us 
more conspicuous, and less remote from memory, 
than the low-lying lands, where men were most busy, 
and the crowd seemed to itself to be the whole 
world. But the babble of their tongues, and the 
fervent interests of their day, have been hidden by 
the mists of oblivion. 

And as in looking out from one of those high- 
l^orched Italian monasteries, you watch, as they break 
through the silver sea of the morning clouds, the 
rugged masses of the mountain pinnacles ; so, in 
glancing back over the levels of history, the castles 
break out of the mists, challenging attention as the 
visible remnants of that land which seems lost under 
the shining floor of vapour. We have heard stories 
of the prowess of this king, and of the cruelty of that 
knight ; of the wisdom of one reign, and of the ruin 
brought upon another, but history remains half 
hidden to the mind, until we see the very stones, 
the very halls which were reared by the actors in 
the drama, and tread the paths that heard their 
rootsto[)s as they passed to their destiny. 

I^'roiii out the dimness of England's ancient story, 
W'iiKlsoi" and VViiichcsUii', and (Jjimelot and Caerleon 
ani raised aloft, lit with the light oF the romance of 
Aitlnir. Warwick, Dover and Belvoir, and Alnwick 
and ('onway and ( 'ai'nai'von, the Tower of Lcmdon, 
ii]\(\ again Windsor, rise (Voni tluj times of the 
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Nonnan dominion. Edinburgh, Kenilworth, Pens- 
hurst, and Naworth; Carisbrooke, and again Windsor, 
remain in our sight to recall most forcibly the period 
when " our loyal passion for our temperate kings " 
began to make these castle-landmarks of our story 
scarcer in the land. 

Through all the long review of points of time 
that challenge observation, Windsor stands the most 
enduring and the most majestic of the places around 
which gather the memories of all ages of England^s 
greatness. 

VIEW FROM THE ROUND TOWER. 

In the valley of England's famous river the Nor- 
mans built two strong towers, that of London and 
that of Windsor. This stream nursed the cradle 
of Norman power, and saw the renewed birth of 
English liberty, when the stranger-barons, whose 
fathers subdued England, wrung from their king the 
great charter of the rights of the subject. 

Let none miss the view from the summit of the 
Keep (p. 19). The stair ascending the hill on which it 
stands is remarkable ; and if it be considered to give 
too easy access to an enemy, see how the ascent is 
commanded by the gun placed in the wall on the 
top landing of the broad steps (p. 159). There is 
plenty more stairway, as the visitor will find after 
this danger has been passed, and he will be breathless 
enough, when the highest battlements are reached, 
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to listen dumbly to a description of the things visible 
to him in the country spread at his feet : the peopled 
town, the nearer Castle buildings, all will yield in 
interest to the place lying to the north, where King 
John met his discontented Barons. 

" We, too, are heirs of Runny mode," sang the great 
American, Whittier, alluding to the equal right 
Americans and Britons possess, to be proud of the 
vindication of liberty by their common ancestors, 
when they compelled King John to sign Magna 
Charta at Runnymedc, a meadow the position of 
which can be marked from Windsor by the heights 
of St. Anne's Hill. Whittier's words may be repeated 
by all nations whose government is founded on 
parliamentary control. The Great Charter gave a 
birth to constitutional liberty. 

That meadow on the Thames bank is a fair green 
level, cut by the stream, which is only a long stone's 
throw broad at the place where the famous meeting 
was held. Wooded hills, crowned with fine oak and 
beech, rise on one side. Not far off is the home 
of Charles Fox, who Avas so good a friend to the 
American Colonies Avhen they asserted their rights 
against King George. 

It is a pretty scene in sunmier, and by no means 
cheerless in winter, for the snow seldom lies long in 
southern England, and the fields always look green. 
The russet tones of the woodland are veiled in the 
distance with the soft blue whose peculiar tint is 
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derived from the moisture that spreads a gentle haze 
over the landscape. 

Few bluffs overlook the river, whose waters flow 
with a smooth current, encircling here and there 
small flat meadow isles, fringed with reeds and 
willows. The most prominent bluffs are at Cliveden, 
six miles above Windsor. We know nothing of the 
early * life of this neighbourhood, for there are but 
meagre Saxon chronicles, and the British days are 
shrouded in mystery. Nothing is said of the suc- 
cessive waves of foreign invasion until the German 
colonists' scanty record ; but now and then we light 
on evidence of battles and of burials in that dark 
time, and of late a curious " find" lets us again look 
on an ancient tragedy. Near the modern village of 
iMaidenhcad, a strange scene was enacted long ago, 
in the time of Saxcm or early British dominion, be- 
fore the Normans came from France. 

There were other Norsemen, the ancestors of the 
French Normans, who came to see what booty could 
bo got from England. An expedition led by one of 
their chiefs came from the North Sea up the river 
to London. 

lie may have left his galley, with its rows of shields 
along the bulwark, its single heavy mast and its yard 
overhanging the carved [)row, at London, where a 
rich Uoinau colony had built a tine town, which 
was inhabited, after the Koman evacuation, by the 
jjatiniscd Britons. He may have expected soon to 
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return from the excursion up the river, made with 
a flotilla of smaller vessels. 

Anyhow, on he went with his men until, past 
many a village and townland in the forest clearings, 
he passed the Windsor Hill and voyaged onwards to 
the bluffs which rose more immediately over the 
river near CUveden. There he fell sick and died. 
Then his people carried his body up the ridge aiid 
laid him down where all the country could be seen, 
with the broad blue stream below winding on towards 
Windsor. 

They dug deep a great grave for this chief, to us 
unknown. They dug until the excavation was twenty 
feet deep, and then they gently lowered the body 
wrapped in its cloak with the fringe of gold, the 
folds clasped on his breast with a great brooch of 
pure gold. Its hasps and flanges were of pure gold, 
and in the midst of the gleaming plates that made 
the ornament were six great Oriental garnets. By 
his side they placed his sword and delicately- wrought 
glass goblets, and all wherewith he would in life 
have desired to be furnished, were he to go on a 
long journey. 

So they left him 8lee2)ing, and filled in the earth, 
raising it in a mound above tlic tomb. The Saxons 
afterwards called the spot " Taplow," or the mound 
on the hilltop ; but they knew not who the stranger 
was, nor can we, save that he was great in his own 
Northland. 

B 
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I'rrhaps III' iliil lint liiilt. at. WukImdi' on his way 
up llni river Ijuoaiisu tiicrc was a (strong garrison 
there, and a fort. Such ii jilaeo would have been 
fortihod at all times of hislxtry ; for tho heights there, 
though not great, are Btocp on the river side, and 
Htand alone, coiumanding the neighbourhood. When 
traffic was easier by river than by any other mode, 
when horse- and foot-paths were the only roads, 
a<lvantage would always be taken of heights that 
coiild fiTiumind the passage of streams. 

Tnll limy have been taken of pjissing boats by 
aucicul " ripariaii owners," and any tribe able to 
possess a Tliaiiies cliff, euuld (to ii,se an old expreS' 
sion) " blurt' it" in the face of their adversaries. The 
waters flowed in olden days close under tho heights. 
Tho " winding shore," from which " Windlesora" 
tiikcs its name, wouuil in other curves, or may have 
left the land between the Castle hill and its present 
ehannel an island, to whose banks there wen 
shallows and fords making its bed easy to be paasedi 
and thus inviting the building of a stronghold thftt 
euuld ilel'cnd Ihr place. The Jiritous and Boiuans 
Idvcd surli sitiiiiliuus fur works of defence, and the 
.Saxons, if nut t.lir ]irn[plr iicfiin' tliem, raised great 
circular earlli-iMinnids >^^\ siirli low hills to make 

lu Nuilnik i.lirvr is ;i ni^inid [^u'iilcr than that 
at Wiiidsiir. It. is liUr t.lir rmuid crater and cone 
of 11 grass-covered vuIckuo ; atid iu the crater the 
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Xiiniiiiiiv; iif ilir Nnrfutk fWrl ealleil CiisUe Rising 
liiiilt ii sUnic kwi>. 

At Windsor u palisuiie of wood, or a chalk ram- 
part, may have licon built so ns to occupy all the top 
of ihc old IJril.ish earth circle and mound. There 
also vAUw.: the French Nonnana in due thne, and 
raised walla iuid cnlarj^ofl the area that was enclosed 
L>y strenj^theninj,' the iTKHind. This time the budding 
was to be done by hands which did not relinquish 
their hold, for AVilliaiii the Conqueror was the new 
possessor. 

A litttr lower dnwji is Old Windsor, an ancient 
Saxon hnntini,' lodge and "chase," of which tiothing 
remains to I'ccall kingly occupation but the name. 
The people liked better to dweU where newer fortifi- 
cations ar"S(i, 

No wonder William found the liill a good place, 
for there is mi fairer view in England. That from 
Richmonfl is not so extensive ; and at Windsor he 
possessed, besides, a grand forest country for his 
sports. His men cunid put off their chain-mail and 
])oiiited hi'ldi.ls willi t.lii! straight face-guards, and 
i^dve I'hasr tn iln- ivd drcr, which then aboTmded 

all nvi'i' llir r. | r_v, ilir liuiitiTK having tio metal 

aliniii MiDii r\ci],i till' sliiii-p. plain Norman spur 
on tlirir hwls. ami llir iruu un the Lipy of their 
arri iws. 

Now the di.stanr, smok*/ nf the mightiest city in 
tlir world can br desi'vicd on the horizon. In those 
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days so rarely was smoke visible that signals were 
traosmitted by kindlmg hres at market places and 
the clear air knew not the fumes that make the 
white nver ft^ darkjellow m colour and stiflmg 
to breathe The chequered appearance of the nearer 




landscape, divided by hedgerow and field to the north 
and east, is modem ; but to the south and west the 
woods of oak must present much their appearance 
of the. olden days. No engineer has altered the 
river, or been able even to abate its occasional winter 
floods, which turn the banks above Windsor into 
a shallow lake. The further landscape is still what 
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it was. It. is still a wuodeil land, Tlicro arc no 
sti^rilc jmtclios, no ugly intervals, nti naked tracts 
of sand or earth. All ia green, and better than m 
the early diiya in this — that the cheerftdness ot peace 
is on it, find the " stately homes " are more frequent, 
and the villages need no rampart, but expand in 
security, and, it must be added, often with a system 
o!' architecture to which distance alone can lend 
enchantmeiit 

The (.-■astlc was very strong. These keeps were 
built so that there was no chance of a surprise. 
Massive gates placed in security beyond deep ditches 
were let into the walls, well defended by battlement 
and flanking towers. Drawbridges and portcidhscs 
might be ibrced, but there the enemy only found 
himself at the beginning of his work. 

Narniw piissages led to other defences, and the 
Keep itself was rc^nrdied by a stair so narmw that 
<,n.' mail only <-nu!d ciilrf'iit a time. 

■ Thr widls ,,r llio Inwi'sl slnr<;y showed Only tiny 
shut- III' liin|i-hnh'f;. The senmd storey .showed more 
of ihi'sc, lull, so narrow that no torch could be thrown 
ill. Thr i.hinl storey Ii.nd windows so high in the wall 
(bill ;irrn\^'s (»■ bulls .shot IVoiii below could only hit 
(lie iiii'li of (lir upmirig, to fall back harmless, 

Till' liip sinrcys wrre filled with weapons that 
cnnld llii-nu' diivis, siuiKs, and heavy balls, so as.sail- 
iiTils rniilil imi i'lisily iiikf a Xorman keep. 

Th.> Nnniiiiiis iMil t;i^lc as well as strength, and 
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grarliially the ■ly-fe DeiAl'jnri>f>n*i was nttde more 
fjcantifbL Dtirin? reivn aitet re^ the Idi^ showered 

Aroimr] the Ktep arose i C'«mal Ward — that is, 
the spar* 'jQtside »as encloee*! with towers and 
walls and gardens Tb«i lower down the ridge 
another kio^ buOt a cbtiFc-h. aod beyond it again 
other great Uiwer?, as the town arose, under the 
('uHtle'n shelter and protection. This part was again 
flankerl and made strong, and called the Lower Ward 
Tlie church was dedicated first to St. Edmund and 
then to St. George. 

Uiit on the other side of the Keep the monarchs 
built themselves sf>mething in the way of lodging 
far better than the small rooms of the Keep, for a 
wide riuij,"; of palace apartments existed there before 
even the days of the Tiidors. These were e."itendcd 
ami improved from the days of Queen Elizabeth to 
thi- days of (^liieen A'lutoria. These buildings fornicfl 
llio lIp]]or Ward. 

The cIVoet of this iiia.ss of buildings, dominated 
by thii Round Tower, is very fine, and no better 
iixiLiii|>Iii eNislN of the feudal fortress. Whether seen 
fVniM i.lii' riviT, with the red-roofed houses of the 
liiuii rliisU'i-i'd below the groat white walls, or from 
Mil' |iiirk, wliurc Windsor rises like an enchanted 
I'liMlli' iilinvii llio wide greensward, which is varied 
willi tbi' i^'rovi'H of lUieicnl oak and beech, there is 
i>niliiii<; iM <'i>rii|<ai'>' with it. 
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All who speak the English tongue may be equally 
proud of the palace strength of their great fore- 
fathers. 

. Chambers built over castle gateways were often 
used as prisons for those whose lot was not to be 
made too hard. For the unfortunates who were 
to be severely dealt with, a far more horrible prison 
was provided in the shape of a dungeon with a 
narrow orifice above, through which the victim was 
let down with cords into a vault having often no 
windows. Places like this must have soon become 
foul and fatal to the captives. 

At Windsor there is a very fair prison above the 
gateway, through which you pass before entering 
the great stair that climbs the mound of the 
Keep. Although the windows are narrow they 
give light enough, and on the walls are the names 
of the men who here, in their durance vile, amused 
themselves by writing their name or making their 
mark by scratches on the stone. Sometimes they 
added a little tracing of their arms (p. 31). 

These small rooms are among the few which 
remain exactly as they existed in the Middle Ages. 
In other apartments there has been nuich alteration. 
Most of the ceilings of Verrio are gone, the ancient 
tapestries have been removed, the heavy ornamenta- 
tion of the times of the Georges, and almost all the 
still ponderous yet better decoration of Jacobean 
times, have disappeared. 
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But the towers whii-h held celebrated prisoners 
r>f state are yet }><>inti.Hl chiI. The two most notable 
are just under the hill ou whk-h the great ronnd 
KoL'|) is Iniilt. t>iie of these has been raised 
high, and a verv narrow stmr ceiiimunieates with 
each of its little nxmis. Here Kill)* John of Franco 
had many a lonj: hour in which to rejient of his 
bad genernlshi]) at I'oiiliers. where iho young Bluk 
Prince tiwk him prisoner. Here he was brougllt 
nfUT tliiit ride llin>inrli the streets of Undon whiOb 
iniisr liiiV'' ln'i'ii to liiiu so huniiliatuig, although he 
W.I- sliMMH mih'ii conrtesy by liiw eajitor. 

1 1 wii.s (lie 'i|i].osiii> lower aeross the I'lipcr 
Wiinl, wiili UvWt-r :i.-i'nimiiod:itioiis, that Henry V. of 
Kii,L,'|jiinl assij,'iii'd io ilie use ol" thu young Kin^f of 
Sr'niliLiiil, »|in ]mi] l>,v[i ille,!.'ally rapMirod (luring a 
tiiin' III' iviiiv, Vuiiin,' .liiTiii's of Si'otland's uncle, the 
uU\ I hike nl' AIIkiiiv, w!1s uoI. sujiposed to be paj. 
tiruliirly snrry In liiivi' his sovereign and noptei[. 
ki'iil. in l^^^lilllll, for ii gnvi* Albany all poffw'iM 
Si'niliiiiil. Sn ;il Wiiiilsur .Niiiirs r.Miiiiincd for aeflJ§ 
t.iiTiiiy yi:ii-s, linoiiiiii.^r f\yry\ in Ijirniture and in 

kHi-lllly rx,.|viM'S. 

Till- Kiiglisli wrr<> kiiiil lu liiiii. and it was fr(»in 
l.bis building or his raplivily, now railed Kdward 
LiKi 'I'liinl's 'I'liwi'i-, iImI, lir sau his liitiiru queen, a 
dmiglitcr 111* l.hr Ihiiisr uf llraiifnrt, walking in the 
ganleii at the hasr of I hi' Ki'i'|i. 

Tliu long ri'sidi'iii'e iji I'iiigliiinl was henefieial to 
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Jauies iu iiiLiny ways, ;i»d when he was at last 
allowed to return lo his northern kingdom he entered 
it the most accoiiipliKhed knight of his time. He 
WHS much beloved Ly the English, with whom lie 
i]i;iiiiij,'-i,'d, when on the throne, to keep on fair terms. 
His reign was illustrious, and worthy of a better close 
thaTi that of the tragic assassination by which it was 
ended. 

We need not think of all the terrible things that 
have happened at Windsor Ciistle — of prisoners dying . 
by inches in dark dungeons ; of men mutilated for 
treason, like the Earl of Eu ; of the rare attacks the 
Castle has been called on to endure ; of the ruin 
wrought in glorious chapel and halls by Cromwell's 
soldiery. For Windsor lias chiefly been associated 
with the brighter and iiioro cheery events of the 
national ]ifc\ 

Hero, more often than in any other royal home, 
were the joy-bells rung for the births and marriages 
of our princes ; although here, too, the funeral knell 
has also been often heard: for it is the tomb, as it is 
llic dwelling-place, of the inonarchs of England. 

Tht! ULo.st daring and most romantic of the Con- 
slabb's oF tliu Round Tower, the fiery Prince Rupert, 
iLiiidi' its rooms beautiful with pictures, with tapestry, 
and witii oniiiment. At once an artist and a warrior, 
such as few countries have produced, he lived to see 
tho palace a prey to the spoiler. 

Earlier as wi.'ll as later da)'s are recalled by the 
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buildings below, which are now devoted to the 
library. They overlook the Thames and England's 
great school of Eton. From their windows one gazes 
across the river far below, on the roofs and towers of 
the college founded by Henry VI. 

Between the groups of houses and the thickly- 
scattered trees one may catch glimpses of bands of 
boys in the distance, playing football or cricket, or 
roAving on the Thames. The poet Gray, looking on 
the same cheerful scene, wrote gloomily, " Alas ! re- 
gardless of their doom, the little victims play." Well, 
they are fortunate victims, and the men who have 
been at school there would gladly live over again the 
years tliey spent at Eton. 

It was in this part of the Castle that Queen 
Elizabeth lived and moved and had her imperious 
being. It was in a little chamber in a turret here 
that Queen Anne received the despatch from Marl- 
borough wishing her joy on the victory of Blenheim. 
He wrote on a scrap of paper from the field, " Your 
Majesty's troops have had a great victory, and 
Marshal Tallard is in my coach." He had, with 
Prince Eugene, achieved one of the most fruitful 
successes of that reign of victories. 

The old look of a fortress has given way to that of 
the palace, fearing no foeman ; and long may this be 
so! But the Castle could be made strong against 
everything save long-range artillery. The walls could 
contain a large force, and its underground apartments 
c 
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hiivo the solidity of hoinb-proofs. Sentries pace 
its riim|iarts, imd ii roj^'linent of Gimrds is always 
lit liumi. 

Nor is it <lo|M;iulLUt for water on river or outside 
Bii])i)ly. Not long iigo a room in the Round Tower 
was tjonipliiined of as always cold. The floor was 
taken up, and tliorc lay a vast cireidar stone with 
great iron rinjj^s. By these it was lifted, and a deep, 
care fully -construe ted Norniiin well was discovered, 
going down l.o the level of the Thames itself. 

Tlie iHililic arc not shown to the bottom of the 
well, lull ovi.i' all the most interesting parts of tbo 
vast I 'astle there is admission. No school study of 
English history ran give half the zest for its perusal 
that will certainly lie Colt aCter a visit to the grandest 
amojig I.Ik; ;iiii'iiiit lortn(.4si\s of Knglaiid. 



Where was the inn Shakespearo knew — "The 
(iarter"? l_'lose to the exeoUont modem hotel, the 
" White Hart" — modern only in its comforts, for it is 
older than Shakespeare. It existed side hy side with 
"The (iarter." This " herald ie juihieveiiicnt," where 
the jiiay of Th: Mtrr;/ Wivrn t>/ Wivdwr was 
partly writtcu, which was the sign of the Elizabethan 
Hostelrie, can be seen in Nurden's map (p. 15), 
published in tlie days of the first English Stuart 
Sovereign — lames \'l. nf Si'ol.laiid. 

It was llirn a l.i-g.i- huusr l.h;(n was the " White 
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Hart," its more successful rival, which now covers 
part of the ground it formerly occupied. "The 
Garter" had not only a great signboard on the 
street, but a hospitable porch, two good storeys, and 
a spacious courtyard. Its gables must have hidden 
from the old " White Hart " all view towards Frog- 
more and the Parks, but from the back windows 
the aspect must have been a fair one, as in the 
'spacious times of great Elizabeth" there was but 
a single row of houses, and gardens and open fields 
formed the foreground to the landscape embracing 
St. Leonards Hill and the country of the Thames 
Valley. 

From the front windows of the " White Hart " 
the view diflFered chiefly from the present in that 
opposite were some red-roofed buildings hiding the 
Castle ditch. Over them rose the Castle walls we see 
now, the long " curtain " wall flanked by the Salisbury 
and Clock towers, and relieved in the centre by the 
" Garter " tower. One other change must be noted, 
and that is one which must be deplored, namely, the 
absence of the ancient Castle ditch. The walls must 
have had added dignity from the greater apparent 
height given by the " fosse," which was deep. The 
present smoothly-levelled sward around the foot of 
the walls marks where the dry moat was, but marks 
also the grave of the appearance which stamped 
Windsor a fortress. We can never forgive Wyatt and 
George IV. for burying the defiant pride of the Castle 
2 



36 GviDii TO Windsor Castle. 

niKler shaven lawns. The long, irregular moat, crossed 
at intervals by the bridges leading to the gates, wan 
the symbol of past ages, the grim frame for whatever 
was seen beyond of beauty or of grandeur. Tho 
fraiiiij liafi been abolished, and the picture itself has 
liijijn hailly cleaned. It is, indeed, only m isolated 
placu.s that the effect of massive walls can be obtained. 
Elsewhere ail the surface has been pointed with black 
cement, dividing by black lines the stones of the 
building, and giving a cardboard appearance to the 
once solid-looking surface. 

Fortunately, one part of the walls \vhicli haa 
caeajjcd this treatment is that opjiosite the ancient 
inn. From its balconies and windows we can still 
see the great barriers much as they were when traced 
by Henry II. and III., and hnished by Edward III. 
To be sure, the Cnrfcw Tower on the extreme left has 
been altered in its highest part, and furnished with 
a rouf which is cut away sheer towards the inner 
side (p. 21). But this EWieords with Norman models, 
and only takes the place of an ugly and incongruous 
piivilifin for a clock and bell. I remember the belfry 
which surmounted the masonry, and its removal is 
lui iiiLproveuienl. The general aspect of the three 
tnwoi-s resembles that tif those of ChAtcau Uaillard. 
The salient defences in that French castle of the 
Heine, built by CVnir-de-Lion within the year, are 
placed closer together, hut in character are alike. 
Si[nare and circular towers have been nearly criually 
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popular with old architects from Greek and Roman 
to Norman and English times. The Norman castles 
in England were at first usually built with square 
keeps and towers, but the round soon became as 
common as the square. In looking at these defences 
we see the strongest buildings in the oldest or Lower 
Ward, and these are by far the most ancient. 

In almost all the strongholds of our ancestors, the 
keep, or main strength, was sufficient on one side 
without further defences. The massive walls, thicker 
than any other around them, were guarded by deep 
ditch and outer palisade. Sweeping down the slope 
was a space enclosed by barriers, which contained 
lodgings for the men-at-arms, a chapel, and any other 
buildings necessary as for the lord and the knights. 
Clustering around the foot of these lower defences 
the town grew under the shelter of the castle. If 
there were space on the open ground beyond the 
keep, the area was used for the parades and exercises 
in arms of the garrison and of their officers. Where 
the present T^[)per Ward is, there the " place d'armes " 
was, and it was only after the fortress had grown 
to be a king's palace for generations that the place 
of exorcise became part of the ground occupied by 
buildings. We see this to have been the growth of 
such (^astles in many instances. Often the abrupt 
character of the hill on which the first towers were 
raised allowed of no such extension, and Gaillard, 
Anpies, and other French cluUeaux, should be 
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studied to understand the beginning and growth of 
the lU'itish-Nornian fortahce. 

THK LOWER WAUl) (pp. 27, 29), 

that is, the part containing all the buildings im- 
mediately in front of the window of the " White 
Hart " Hotel and up to the neighbourhood of the 
Round Tower, is the portion of the Castle which 
retains most of its old character. The walls have 
not been covered by dark flint dividing-lines. They 
look more as if of one piece, when viewed from a 
little distance. 

The Norman work can be known by the manner 
in which the lower part of the wall slopes forwards, 
buttress-like, so as to give greater strength to the 
])()rti()n above. If you look carefully at the works 
you will see where the Norman work ended, some 
t,eu or twelve tbet below the present summit line. 
High battlements probably crowned the old summit. 
Tbis ii]U3 front towards the town and river, nmst have 
looked even better than it does now, for when it was 
first raiscnl the present broad roadway at its base 
existed only as a bridle track, and the slope of the 
ground, wbicb is now interrupted, broke away clear 
down to the river at a sharp angle. 

Tbere is a remarkable sallyport and excavated 
])assag(5 leading to it, between the Belfry Tower and 
t]i(! central "({arter" Tower. It is not now shown to 
visitors, as its commcneement in the interior of the 
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Castle starts from the cellars of one of the private 
houses within the wall. There in the cellar is a low 
door, and, on this being opened, a steep, wide and 
lofty passage leads down by flights of broken steps 
along the face of the wall and then under the sward 
at its foot to a place beneath the present roadway. 
There the Gothic arches that support the roof, at the 
doorways placed at intervals in the passage are seen 
above the heaps of rubbish which choke further 
progress. The walls are hewn in the chalk and there 
are marks that indicate the time of Henry II. and 
Richard I. as the probable date of the work. There 
are so many stories telling of secret passages in 
connection with many old castles that it is curious to 
observe that those at Windsor were apparently not 
carried beyond the outer works, and were accordingly 
made to open on the further side of the ditch, whose 
side towards the enemy could thus be manned 
without the knowledge of the besiegers. 

At the basement of the Belfry Tower there is a fine 
vaulted chamber, in which is still preserved a relic 
far more modem, indeed, than the stonework around 
it, but a relic of a custom probably as old — namely, 
the *' stocks," the two heavy planks with holes in 
them to imprison the legs of culprits, who were thus 
in their helplessness exposed to the gaze, the jeers, 
and possibly the missiles of the mob. This great 
chamber was a guard-room, and the long loopholes 
seen in the wall of the Belfry Tower are its only 
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windows. These loopholes are badly designed for 
shooting, tor they allow to the casemates in which 
they are placed merely a direct view of the narrowest 
limits. It was only long after these were made that 
the horizontal loophole, giving a wide range, was 
used. 

There is so great a throng of recollections joined 
to each scene at Windsor, that while we must as- 
sociate the memory of Falstaff with the "Garter" 
or ''AVhite Hart" building, it is well, in looking at 
tlio Castle, to remember only the earlier days when 
the front of the fortress opposite first rose nearly in 
the shape it now presents to the eye — namely, those 
of Henry HI. 

Over the causeway, that was narrow enough in 
those times, and very unlike the broad, terraced, 
paved road which now occupies far more space, were 
to 1)0 seen swarming on those lofty walls and rounded 
towers the army of workmen in their coloured 
gaberdines and hose, employed in raising the de- 
fences under the directions of the king's overseers. 
In bright long robes of red, green, and blue, the 
citiz(Mis looked on, glad to see so much money spent 
among the people of their town, and receiving with 
acclamations the good-looking, fair-haired monarch, 
as he (aime to watch the work. The pulling down of 
tlu^ older walls with pick and hammer, the dust 
raised by the fall of dislodged and crumbling masonry, 
the heaving by lever and scattbld of new material up 
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to the masons who were fitting new tiers of stone to 
the new structure, the king's guards called from their 
lounge to stand erect and silent in their gleaming 
armour, while Henry was superintending the work- 
men's labours — all this we can see well enough as we 
fill in the foreground to that enduring scene beyond. 

Then we may turn to think of the fortunes of that 
master of men before us, and, wise after the event, may 
be sorry that he was less constant to his own good for- 
tune than he was to his love for Windsor. Henry IH. 
was a wilful man, uncertain and extravagant. At 
the marriage of his daughter to Alexander IH., King 
of Scotland, he had at Windsor one thousand of his 
knights clothed in silk, and his court was, like his 
conduct, full of glitter and weakness. His desperate 
conflicts with his barons would have ruined him, had 
it not been for the best gift he gave his people, in 
his son. 

That son, Edward L, seems to us in these days 
more like a prince in a fairy-tale than a man who 
held rule in this sober England of ours. His life was 
a succession of romantic adventures. The warrior- 
saviour of his father's party while yet a young man, 
the successful adversary in single combat against the 
most noted swordsman of his day, Adam de Gordon ; 
he fought in Palestine, and lived to conquer in Wales 
and in Scotland. And what were the events that 
in Europe made Henry and Edward speak of their 
great neighbours abroad, in France and in Germany ? 
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With France Henry had only too much concern. Nor- 
iniuidy WHS practically lost to him through tho energy 
of the French king, and the name of TaillebDnrg 
reminds men of a defeat snch as English arms have 
seldom suffered. But father and son hatl longings also 
ff>r a more glorious conquest than that of a French 
province. Jerusalem was the goal of the Crusaders, 
and Edward yearned to take pivrt in the Crusmles, 
While J.ouis of Fninco, the ninth of the name, with a 
greater daring evon than that of the English, was 
soon to forfeit all his army, taken and slaughtered 
in Africa, at Mansora; the power of the Pope of 
Rome was again to he illustrated by the humilia- 
tion of the (Icrinan Einperor, who, kneeling to the 
pontilV at < 'anf >ssa, had the priest's foot placed upon 
his neck. 



I.nukiug up tlic broad roadway, past Boehma 
brojizc sl.;U.nc «[ (^ueon Victoria, the eye follows the 
long and varied line of the southern walla of tho 
li(]wer Ward. These, like tho others near the town, 
are not marred, except in places, by the black mortar 
placed elsuwlnTo between the stones, and they wear, 
tliorefore, a inore massive appearance. Ascending 

this V t, we Kcc at oTK'o on the left the gateway 

(■;ill..d \.y ilir u^L .>r[|,niry VIII. (p. 45). 

WIhii \riii \is!i ilic state rooms in the Caetle 
you will SIT l:iii.iilu! poi-liitiis of tliis king by Holbein. 
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Broad, fair, and with little tufts on upper lip and 
chin, his stout face is set squarely to you, with the two 
well-shaped but sinall blue eyes, which cannot have 
been displeasing, or else why was it that so many 
women liked them ? They must often have looked 
cruel enough. But rank and jewels are said to be as 
good as fine eyes, and gems and gold hang round 
his neck and a<Iom the cap set jauntily on one side 
of his close-croppeil hciwl. Nor were his shapely strong 
hands niggardly of gifts. He it was who widened 
what may have been a meaner gate at this place, 
and built the two peculiar-shaped flanking towers. 
But the windows have been enlai^d, and the summit 
battlements renewed. A portcuUis in his time barred 
the entrance, and a drawbridge made access difficult. 
But thu external aspect is all that is slightly altered. 
See, over the iiiachicoUitinn, or projected parapet, 
that guards the entrance, the rose, portculUs, and 
fleur-de-lyn. These were Tudor crests, the royal 
emblems that were donned and doffed in feudal 
famdiea; for the crests were not like the arms, 
necessarily descendant from father to son. In 
Germany you may see half a <lozen crests or badges 
above a eoat-of-anns. In Englanil they were more 
sparingly used. The central part of the gate-house, 
and that facing tlie inner side, is as he left it. Just 
beyond, in the outer ditch, there was a vineyard, 
from which good grapes came, fit to make into wine. 
Warm suiTiiiters rijivu gnipcs well in this part of 
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England often now, and I have seen great bunches 
grown against a brick wall in a garden in the town 
of Eton ; but it is long since the ditch in the chalk 
at the Castle gave the vintner its fruit. Perhaps it 
was the perquisite of the Governor of the Castle. 

It was in the room above the gateway that this 
officer held his court, to try all ofiences committed 
within his jurisdiction, which extended for many 
miles around. It is a commodious chamber, and the 
power formerly exercised over the citizens has even 
now its counterpart, in the court held by the Warden 
of the Stannaries, by the courts of the Duchy of 
Cornwall and of Lancaster, and by the Lord Mayor 
within the precincts of the City of London. When the 
last sitting was held in that place of justice over the 
doorway is not clear. But the dignity of justice 
was enforced by the condemned being placed in a 
gloomy Kttle vault which was Ut by a window looking 
into the Lower Ward. This prison was apparently 
humiliated afterwards by receiving other "rough 
diamonds" in the shape of coals, for it was called 
the " coal-hole." But in Henry's time it was chiefly 
used for the punishment of poachers caught in the 
park and forest. The Governor was also ranger of 
the royal game preserves, and was responsible for all 
men sent to gaol for breaking the laws that kept 
good "venerie" for the king. In keeping those 
{sentenced in his prison at the gate, he followed 
ancient ways, for the dungeon was commonly in 
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such II place where, n guard being in miy case always 
at hand, no extra watch was needed. 

It was by this road that Anno Holcyii caiue when 
Hcury luul gone out to meet her. " Tiie king entered 
Wiml.sor with great horses," says the chronieler, " that 
i.s to say, nine coursers with nine children of honour 
upon them, and the master of the king's horses on 
another great courser's back, following them, having 
and leading the king's horse of estate in his hand, a rich 
coiu'ser with a rich saddle, and trapped and garnished, 
and so entered the Castle." Through that doorway the 
queen rode — the jioor queen, brought from her pretty 
old house of Hevor, in peaceful Kent, to share for a 
short space the crown, and then to be beheaded on 
Tower Hill by the eoniniand of her hardhearted 
master, who watched from a mound at Richmond for 
the signal given at the distant Tower that hia wife 
was dead. Truly that river that flows by Windsor and 
Richmond and the Tower has seen many changes; 
but none sadder than this ! And Henry, whore is 
he ? His body is in a vault under the church over 
against us, and when lust seen the lid of" the coffin 
was ort', leaving the bones exposed, and the great 
shoulder- blades and heavy bones lay white beneath 
the yellow light of the lanterns of the searchers. 

ST. oeijuge's STOltV. 
When within Henry's (Jate, we see before us the 
H"hole 1)1' tlu' Liiw\T \\'u'(I, the ancient grass plots still 
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carpeting its urea whurc tho ground slopes upwards 
on l-lie rif^ht, and Mjireiuling the English daisies to 
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inside the defences, arid can see their lines sweeping 
round on our left and hiding the town from us, as 
they ejicircle the brick and timber-built residences 
at the west end of the stately church, we may pause 
and ask why was all this " dedicated " to St. George ? 
Well, Ashmole says briefly that the father of the 
king who finished the chapel doubted, when he 
commenced it, to whom to give the dedication. 
He thought more of the Order of the Garter than 
of the chapel; but his chapel was to be under the 
same heavenly patronage as his order of chivalry, 
and so first for his order and then for his chapel he 
is said to have reasoned as follows: "The first and 
chiefest patron that he elected for this end was the 
Holy Trinity ; . . . nor was it accounted any 
derogation to God, but rather the contrary, that 
by their means, through whom He is well-pleased 
to be sought unto. Upon which consideration this 
religious and pious king, being singularly affected to 
the blessed Virgin Mary, though she was accounted 
the mediatrix to all men, yet did he more particularly 
entitle her to the patronage of the said order " — and 
chapel — "and no less was King Edward IV. in a 
special manner devoted to the same blessed Virgin. 
Thirdly, Si, George of Gappadocia, a most choice 
champion of Christ, and famous martyr, was also 
chosen. And that not so much because in his life 
he was a candidate of the Christian faith, a real 
professor, and a sincere dependent thereof; or for that 
D 2 
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he was ivii ariiiftl sttklier or kui^'ht of Christ; but 
iiiiicli more because in those wars, which were waged 
by Christians an;ainst the intidels, he by several 
appearaiices showed his presence as a most certain 
cnconragor and assistant to the Christians, the rela- 
tions of some of which visions may lie seen at large. 
There is no need we should engage in asserting the 
history of St. George against those who wonld neither 
allow him a place in heaven, or an existence in the 
C!hurch, The little pains we are eased of, In asso- 
ciating and assuring liini to bo the special patron, 
protector, defender, and advocate of this realm of 
Englantl, and manifesting in what veneration he has 
been hold abroad, especially among the Eastern 
churches. He was called our nation's patron in 
relation to the spiritual railitin of the kingdom. It 
is worthy of observation that Duchesne, a French 
writer, acknowledges it was by the special invocation 
of St. George that King Edward III. gained the battle 
of Creey, which afterwards calling to mind, he 
fonnded ttt his honour a chapel in the Castle of 
Windsor. Bnt if we may go higher, it seems King 
Arthur paid St. (ieorge particular honours, for he 
advanced his jiicture in one of his banners ; and this 
was about 200 years after his martyrdom ; and 
very early, for a country so remote from Cappadocia, 
to have him in so great estimation," 

St. George's story, as in the "Golden ' 
of which Caston printed copies, runs in this 
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"Saint lieiirKc wuk ii kiiiffht, bum at Capiulaso. On 
u tiiin) he cairic into thu Province iif Libya, tu a city 
which is called Sylenc, and hy tliiw city was a stable, 
or pond, like a wca, wherein was a Dragon, which 
onvenonied all the country ; and the people of the 
city gave to liuii every day two sheep for to feed 
him ; ami wlicii the sheep failed, there was taken a 
iimu and a Kheep. 

"Then was an ordinaiifu mude iti tins town, that 
there slioiild bo takt'ii the ehildrun and younj,' ]>coplo 
of thciii of the town by lot, and that, «e it liappcned, 
the lot fell upon the kiii^f's daughter; whereof the 
king was sorry and said: 'For the love of (Jod take 
gold and mlver and all tliat I have, and lot me have 
my daughter,' And the people said : ' Hiiw, sir, 
you have ujade and ordained the law, and our 
ehilflreii Imj now deiul, and ntjw you would do the 
eontrary. Your daughter shall be given, or else we 
will biinj you, lunl your liolds,' When the king 
saw hi; rniglit no more do, he Ijogan to weep, and 
nhinnd to the ]ieojilo and demanded eight days' 
ivsjiiic : anri when the eight days were passed, then 
did ibr king array his daughter like as she would 
Ije wedded, and led lier to the ]»la(ie where the dragon 
was. Wben sbe was there, St. (Icorge parsed by, and 
di'Uianib'il of ibc hidy whitt sIh! iriadc there, and she 
sriid : ■(;■. ymi y.iur ways, fair young inan, that you 
jHiisli hill iiImi.' , , Tbe di'agori a])[)oared, and 
SI. (ii.niyc, u|.on bis boi-M>. Um: hiniscir against the 
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dragon, and smote him with his spear, and threw 
him to the ground, and delivered the lady to her 

father, who was baptised, and all his people. This 




blessed holy martyr, St, George, is patron of this 
realm of England, and the cry of men of war ; in 
the worship of whom is fotmded the noble Order 
of the Garter, and also a noble college in the Castle 
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of Windsor, in which college is the heart of St. 
George, which Sigisinimd, the Emperor of Almayne, 
brought and gave for a great and precious relic to 
King Harry the Fifth. And also the said Sigismund 
was a brother of the said Garter ; and also here is 
a piece of his head." 

No man now knows where these relics are. 
They may have been scattered by Cromwell's 
" Levellers " — as ready to level saints -as nobles — or 
made away with at an earlier date. Even the very 
name and identity of St. George himself has been 
questioned. The George of "Capadose" is confused 
with another George, and the patron of England 
has actually been " mixed up " in men's minds with 
his namesake, who was an army contractor! So 
also the patron of Ireland, although confused with 
no namesake, has, in his own sacred person, been 
degraded by being dubbed " a Scots sheep-stealer ! " 
Only St. Andrew of Scotland, among the national 
saints, has escaped destruction by the malicious 
gossips of later ages. His record was too ancient and 
too certain to be assailed. His sign, which appeared 
in the dark blue sky on the night before Hungus, 
the Scottish king, was to give battle to Athelstan 
the Dane for the kingdom of Northumbria, gave 
assurance of the victory of the Scots. Ever since 
that niMit the silver cross on the blue field has been 
the S(»()ttish banner. Its azure m-ound is still that 
of the '' Union Jack," which, uniting the diagonal 
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red cross of St. Patrick, and the straight-barred 
broad crimson cross of St. George, is the flag that 
floats from the Keep. This national flag is hoisted 
in token that Windsor Castle is a national possession, 
a state-fortress, and palace. The standard, with the 
armorial bearings of the three kingdoms, waves 
over the Round Tower when the Sovereign is "in 
residence.'* 

Now " Forward, for St. George and merry Eng- 
land," to the chapel of her saint ! 

ST. George's chapel (pp. 50, 53). 

It has been observed that places of burial have 
in themselves a fascination for many. Others, re- 
pelled by the thoughts of death, leave to those whose 
memories attach them to the departed the duty of 
visiting their tombs. Monuments in honour of the 
dead lined of old for miles the Roman causeways 
near the entrance of the cities. Christians have laid 
the dead in isolated fields, or within and around the 
walls of churches. The belief that the prayers of 
the living availed beyond life, made it seem best 
that burial should be where intercession for the 
soul could be frequent. Within the church, and 
within hearing of the sound of chant and praise, 
it was natural that men should wish to be buried. 
To all spots marked out by the daily - occurring 
tragedy of funeral processions, human sympathy and 
interest cling. And these emotions are greatest 
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where great men have been carried to the grave. 
Over the narrow cells where we believe their bones 
to lie, we recall the pageants, the successes, the 
glories, or the woes of their lives. They made their 
mark — shall we ? and, if we do, shall we be the 
happier to have done so ? Now the grave or the 
pavement is rained on or trodden upon, and who 
knows if they whom so many feared or loved, feel 
or care for the world we see ? for the whole span of 
the existence of our globe may be as nothing to the 
timclcssncss to which their spirits have entered. And 
these thoughts of ours, turning to the awful and 
unknown, make us grateful for the beauty that rises 
as a yet living love over those who have passed 
to the beauty that we know not. The abodes of rest 
for the dust of their bodies here please us most when 
hallowed by Hower and tree, or by their similitudes 
to those, in shrine, and pillared avenue, and branching 
roof of stone. The nature that gives grace to God's 
Acre gives a beauty in far more fleeting form than 
docs the stone we place to conuuemorate the dead. 
l]ut in its r(;iicwal by the hand of God it is more 
l{istiii<'- than mommient or minster. The flowers of 
the l^]tcruiil Giver decorate tombs that man has in 
vain sought to make imj)erisluible. Let it be enough 
that wc endeavour to help the passing memory of 
man, by work that shall remind us of the great of 
our own I'iicc^ and kiuudom. 

And what a fair memorial is here ! Around this 
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chapel, and the spot on which its humbler pre- 
decessors stood, has flowed the life of all that is most 
notable in England. To this shrine has been borne a 
great part of that dust which has made our isles 
illustrious in the history of freedom the wide world 
over. Wendell Holmes wrote quaintly that one half 
of the soil of England had walked on the rest of 
it, in the forms of heroes, poets, wits, and sages. The 
earUest of her famous poets, namely, Chaucer, was 
builder of the church that met the eye on entering 
the lowest southern gate. A smaller church stood 
on part of the site, and beyond, and on each side 
of the old chapel, arose the towers on the northern 
wall, long since taken down to provide space for the 
httle ecclesiastical colony which grouped itself around 
the church. Even the buildings on your right, as 
you face the church and look along the southern wall, 
are tenanted by men who are under the ecclesiastics. 
These are the poor knights — old soldiers, who pass 
their last years as pensioners, and are not under the 
Governor, but acknowledge the discipline of Mother 
Church. You may see them in red uniforms proceeding 
to take part in the services ; for on Sundays, at least, 
they are expected to be present. I remember one of 
these old gentlemen who excited my wonder, when, 
as an Eton boy, I sat somethnes in one of the stalls 
above him, for he had a bullet wound on both sides 
of his bald skull, and to all appearance the shot must 
have either traversed or made the circuit of that hard 
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head with remarkable care, for he was a knight of 
Windsor for many decades after the French had hit 
him with a bullet large enough to kill an ox. 

We enter with the old knights by the little door 
on the south side over against Henry VIII/s Gateway, 
and find ourselves in the wide aisle of the nave, white 
and with a fine but singularly flat vaulting, character- 
istic of all the old buildings at Windsor. The fair 
fanpalm-like spread of the stone branches from the 
slender colunms, their meeting in the spacious roof — 
the large window at the west end, with its door rarely 
opened except for state occasions — the few recesses 
that tell of side chapels, and the somewhat heavy 
white stone screen that divides nave and chancel, 
arc the features that first meet the eye. Here 
Chaucer laboured with his masons and carvers. His 
round face, short beard and moustache, quick eyes, 
kindly look, and the small figure alert and forceful, 
clad in a long dark cloak, and on his head a black 
cap having a long peak which fell down behind 
between his shoulders, denoted a man of mark. 
Builder, architect, artist, and poet, he was also a 
diplomatist. ])Ut with his workmen he had to 
exercise no (lij)lf)macy. The men were pres.^ed by 
royal edict to come as (Chaucer required them. 

Tli(^ times of rn'oat victories are also often the times 
of li^reat builders and writers. But after the death 
of the victor of Poicticrs, and the death of " England's 
first warbler," decay fell on the chapel, and we have 
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to piiss ovor the reigns of llichanl II. and of three 
Hourys^the fourth, the fifth, and the sixth of that 
name — and arrive at another reign of storm to find 
another builder working at the renewal and com- 
pletion of the Castle's church. We have to look to 
t!ie Wars i.if the Hoses and the accession of Edward IV., 
the head of the House of York, the leader of the party 
of the White Rose, the Edward who won his throne 
at twenty with the aid of Warwick the " King 
Maker." It was in the reign that saw the desperate 
battles of Hexham, Banbury, Tewkesbury, and Bamet, 
a time of strife when as many as 38,000 perished in one 
battle, that this fair fane to the glory of the Lord of 
War, and to His Son, the Prince of Peace, was per- 
fected. Strange that tlie man whose claim was the 
ciiuse of bloodshed thivt exhausted England, should 
have boon the creator of the chief ornament of her 
nolilrKt piilaeo! 

W'r Ihiiik of debt^ due when a post-obit is named, 
lull hell.: the name was a very familiar one, for an 
oliit meant that tliere was a sum of money left to the 
clergy on condition that they would sing or say a 
ma.ss for the rejioao of the souls of the men who aided 
in erecting side-chapels or chantries. There can 
hanlly have pas,seil many hours in the olden days 
wlioii this church di<l not echo to the chant for the 
dead, who had decorated with tomb and Canopy, 
atattio or ciisped work bearing a coat-of-arms, these 
beautiful i-cwssuH in I lie palace sanctuary (pp. (11, 03). 
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11(1 the iiisles [ironowBilcut, 
.re gone, yet the dead nfo 
there, and "little they'll 
reck if they'll let them 
sleep on, in the graves" 
where their children have 
laid them. Money, too, 
was given, for suTiiptuoua 
memorials never erected, 
notably in the case of 
Henry YIII. 

Observe at the east 
end of the south aisle, on 
the centre stone of the 
arch in the roof, the 
eurions figures repre- 
sented as kneeling on 
each side of a cross ; one 
lias an iiumonso crown on 
liis head, the other a 
mitro and a erozior in 
his hand. These are 
Edward IV. and Richard 
Beau champ, Bishop of 
Sidisliury, after whom the 
tower ill front of the 
uied: the lonls spiritual and 
jr the renovated and enlarged 
n the nave, and, turning 
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to the right into the north aisle of the choir, pay a visit 
to the place where the victor Edward lies. Edward 
IV. is writ large on the simple monument. A quaint 
screen of iron, fonnerly guarding this place, still 
. stands within the opposite wall of the choir. " The 
trophies of honour," says an old account, " above this 
Prince were richly embroidered with pearl and gold, 
interwoven with Rubies, and hung secure till the 
general plunder of this royal chapel, anno 1642, at 
which time these ensigns of Royalty became the prey 
of men whose zeal was Profit, equally void of every 
religious and civil Regard." On the southern aisle, 
in a similar position, was placed the body of the man 
he dethroned, poor Henry VI. Pope said : — 

" Let softest strains ill-fated Henry mourn, 
And palms eternal flourish round his urn ; 
Here, o*er the martyr king, the marble weeps, 
And fast beside him once-feared Edward sleeps ; 
Whom not the extended Albion could contain 
From old Belerium to the German main; 
The grave unites where e'en the great find rest. 
And blended lie the oppressor and the oppressed." 

After the pilgrimage to the builder's grave, let us 
save time by noting only the most remarkable objects 
in the western part of the church, which is of nearly 
equal length with the choir. On the west side of the 
south aisle note the reciunbent figures in the Beau- 
fort Chapel, wherein lie not only the bodies of those 
whose tombs are erected, but also Henry, Marquis of 

E 
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Worcester, " so tJiJiinpnt for the great supplies of money 
and men afforded to his sovereign, King Charles the 
Martyr, and for the keeping of his castle of Raglan with 
ft strong garrison at his sole expense, till it became the 
last but one in England and Wales to hold out against 
the llebels, and then not yielding it but after a long 
siege to the Lord Fairfax, generalissimo of the Parlia- 
ment forces. In revenge of which obstinacy, as they 
termed it, it was demolished, and all his woods and 
parks cut down and destroyed, and his estate sold by 
the act of the then rebellious Parliament, to the great 
damage of himself and his posterity." 

See the figure also of Charles Somerset, 1520, and 
his wife, a daughter of Lord Huntington, excellent 
specimens of the art of that day in England. Then, 
in contrast, see the elaborate composition of our day. 
The marble figure of Princess Charlotte rises with 
her child in her anns, very similar to one in the 
mausolemn at Uelvoir, in Rutlandshire. Note also, 
in passing up to the choir again, the fine effigies of 
the ancestor of the Duke of Newcastle, the Lord 
Lincoln wlio was High Admiral to Queen Elizabeth ; 
and also tho figure of the Duke of Rutland's fore- 
father. These knightly figures have had better 
fortune than have those of the kings, whose inten- 
tions in regard to their memorials were very .seldom 
carried out, or if carried out wore often rendered vain 
through destruction. 

iViid now, entering (lie clmir where we see the 
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perspective tuwivrds the iiltiir, and the great and 
gorgeous eastern window framed by the carved wood- 
work of the stalla, and the array of banners above our 
lieads (pp. 55, fi7), we stand on ground which, since the 
time of the Hrat Henry, has been dedicated to prayer 
We stand where KngUsh hearts have been most 
deeply stirred in taking part in the ceremonies at- 
tending life's earliest events, its triinnphs and its 
close. This has been the naniing-plaee, the marriage 
hall, and the tomb of England's greatest rulers, and 
the last five centuries have heard the same beautiful 
roof ring to the thanksgiving for our victories and 
the dirges sung over our kings. Only one was laid 
below this pavement with no pomp, and with the 
scant attendance iuid the haste that told of disaster. 
It was when Charles I.'s mutilated body was carried 
from tlio scaffold of Whitehall to Windsor, and 
quiukly thrust into the vault where Henry VIII. and 
Jane Seymour he. On a snowy day his cotlin, with 
the simple inscription "King Charles," was borne by 
faithful cavaliers to St. George's Chapel, which had 
been defaced and despoiled by the troopers of his 
succossftil eneujy. Here it lay forgotten, imtil, 
in tliis century, it was opened, and before the lid 
was again placed on it someone more curious than 
honest stole the severed pieces of the neck-bone 
and tlie lower jaw. Those relies came within the 
last few years into more reverent hands. Again 
a pilyTitiiage was made to the vault; again the 
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black velvet cover was seen between the other two 
lying there, and the bone and the remains of the 
jaw, to which the beard still clung, were piously 



3 of the most sumptuous funerals was 
that of Charles's partner in the grave, Henry VIII. 
Henry's body was brought in state in a chariot, his 




effigy lying upon the coffin (these waxen effigies of 
monarchs to represent the dead body, which in the East 
is stiU carried to its grave exposed to the view, can be 
seen at Westminster Abbey) with the imperial crown 
on the head, and under it a night-cap of black satin 
set full of precious stones. Apparelled with robes 
of crimson velvet fiirred with miniver, powdered with 
ermine, the collar of the Garter with the Order of 
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St.. (luurgo about tho neck, a criiiison satin doublet 
embroidered with gold, and bracelets of gold about the 
wrists, set with stoiieB and pearls, a fair ariiiuiiry 
sword by his side, tho sceiJtre in the right hand, the 
ball in the left, a pair of scarlet hose, crimson velvet 
shoes, gloves on the hands and several diamond rings 
on the fingers, he was " drawn by eight great horses 
trapped with black, adorned with escutcheons, and a 
shatt'edon on their heads. On each horse rode a child 
carrying a bannerolo with the king's anns. A large way 
wiis railed from tho gate, the west door of tho church, 
and the way and tho church were hung with black 
and armorial shields. Tho clergy, with the bishops in 
full pontilicals, received tho corpse, with the singers, 
and after censing and such-like coronionialB, the 
waxen cftigy was first conveyed into tho choir by 
divers knights and gentlemen, and then the coffin, by 
sixteen yeomen with black staves in their hands, was 
brought tfj the midst of the choir, imder which was 
pruvidci! a goodly vault. The hearse had thirteen 
pillars, and weighed 4,000 pounds, having about it 
twelve bannorN of dcycent. Next day, with pomp and 
rcvereiico, it was let down into the vault" (p. 60). 

Wlirii such cercTrionies take jiliice now, the body 
is liiwcn'd tu the strains (tf the oi^'an, and descends 
sldwjy friiiri the eyes of the congregation, to be after- 
wards wheolcd aimig a [U'ivato passj^fo to the great 
toiiilj-honsu Uiidiir Wolsriy's Chajiel to the east. 
'I'iji; wa.^ijjt olii^ni's iiieiil ioncd m the old accounts 
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are not now used. A number of them are pre- 
served at Westminster, and the late Uean Stanley 
of that Abbey loved to show the collection to his 
friends, who were wont to say that his fondness for 




collecting such things hold good, not of waxen images 
only, but made him desire the burial of all his best 
and most distinguished friends in hts own church, 
and that he grudged every one of the illustrious 
dead U> other places. 
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JJiit though so often the white nave and decorated 
uhiiir havt! lieen crowded with the stately solemmties 




{\i lidiiuur liir the dwul, iiiwc eliccrl'Lil recollections 
nro over proscmt. Tho i'rincc of Wales, and others 
r»f (Jiiccn Vifitdviii's cliildnn], have been married here, 
iuul llir liiizxas nf tile I'lltiii l.ioys have been more 
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iiftcii lionrd cheering a bride, tlian liiwi the silence 
of tlic M'jiiLuig crowd given signal of mourning in 
the grftssy ward without. On sucli a day of rejoicing 
Windsor is indeed spirit- stirring. The immense royal 
standard flirats in gold, blue, and crimson from the 
Keep. (Jorriages, -with servants in scarlet, carry 
giiusts guy in unifonn and silks, the melody of 
chiiriing bolls is heard from belfries of tower and 
town, tlio houses of the citizens are bright, with 
flags, and as the Sovereign, with outriders and grey 
lioraes, is driven past, the guards present arms, and, 
escorted by the plumed cavalry wearing gleaming 
cuirasses, she is cheered to the echo ; for the enthu- 
siasm shown to bride and bridegroom arises because 
they arc the children of the Queen tlie people love. 

In the chapel her private " closet" juts out high 
on the uortli wall, abt>vc the side of the altar. It 
is shaped like the projecting latticed windows of the 
streets of Cairo (pp. C7, 72). There Is now no covered 
way to it from the Upper Ward. It communicateB 
with the deanery, an ancient habitation, which 
through in(|uisitorial little windows, commands two 
of the "walks" of a remarkable cloister. 

'I'liis sliniild be scon, as also an unpretentious inner 
i/lnislrr (|i. 7")), placed immediately above the steep 
lU'SCL'ut callLil thu " Hundred Steps," which leads down 
fmiu the (Jiustle tu the town (p. 73). In the main 
cloister, note im tbc wall a remarkable head in fresco 
walled in among lus.s interesting tablets. It is a very 
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curly pai!it,iiij( of one of the Euj^'lish kings. He is 
crowiicii with tho simple coronet known of old as the 
crown, which wa.s not then arched over. Nowadays the 
" closing of the coronet " with the " arch of empire " 
denotes sovereignty. But tho Henrys and Edwards 
were content with tho lilied or trefoiled golden circlet, 
a more elegant ornament than the becushioned and 
t,op-heavy modern er(jwn of heraldry. 

FETTEll-IJJCK, UU HI H!SE-KU(JE, CLOIMTElt AT THE WEST 
END UK ST. GEORGE'S UHAI-EL (p. 77). 
Filling up the space hetween St. George's Chapel 
and the Bell Tower, whose lofty roof is seen from 
within the gateway, with a flat wall facing the 
interior of the ward, are the picturesque houses, 
built in brick and tiTiiber, of the petty canons. Such 
examples, of what tho Germans call "Riegel-bau," 
and wo " noggin- work " — the timber frame showing, 
and tho spaces between being tilled in with brick, 
or other materlal^arc now more common on the 
Rhine, and in Cheshire, than elsewhere. But the 
stylo was frequently used in combination with more 
Solid structure. For instance, in the beautiful and 
very remarkable Uastlc of Klze, not far front Coblentz 
and the Miwelle, the upper storeys of tho fortalice 
are of timber work, while tho lower portion is of 
very heavy masonry. Down to the time of the 
Renaissance in (icrmany, timber facing was associated 
with niaMimry. In llio stately ijountry- house built 
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h\ i\\u Imiijuvsk Frfileiiuk ktely iieiir Homburg, tho 
Siiiiic cuiiiLinatioii may be seen. At the Duke of 
^\'cat!iiiiistei-'s house at Eaton in Cheshire, the frame 
buildings are only used for the offices and " depend- 
encies " as here at Windsor, The red colour of the 
briek affords a pleasant variety where the eye meets 
with so much stone. The brick is left to show its 
colour instead of being covered over with plaster or 
whitewash. The woodwork sunuounts tho range of 
buildings in the form of open battlements^ and the 
interior has a covered way, or cloister walk, running 
along the whole, which is shaped roughly in tho form 
(if tliL' heraldic fetter-lock, an emblem of Edward of 
Wiuilsur's. The Percys had also such a badge, and, 
like the garter, it may have been assumed to show 
that the wearer meant to keep fast hold of that 
confided to his care. " Fast bind, fast find," was an 
old saying. Whether Edward desired to convey a 
hint to the clergy that he did not mean them to nm 
loose from the ecclesiastical charge he had given 
them, or whether the fetter shape was given to their 
lodgings as a merely personal remembrance, we do 
not know. 

Proceeding through this open court of little 
residences, we pass the handsome western stair of the 
church, and see beyond the other side of the " fetter- 
lock," the monument to poor little Alamayou, the 
son of the Abyssinian monarch. Lord Napier of 
Magdahi, after his storming of t.iiat place, brought 



The Crown of Abyssinia. . 79 

the youth to England, and here he died, and was 
buried in the chalk catacombs near the church's 
entrance. His father's crown, which the prince was 
destined never to wear, was sold for £5 to Mr. Holmes, 
now Ubrarian at Windsor, by a soldier who had pos- 
sessed himself of it at Magdala as a piece of " loot," 
and it is now among the Castle treasures. 

Look over the parapet, near the remains of the 
old banqueting hall, from a little terrace on the 
north wall, and you will have a most striking view 
along the north front of the Lower Ward, formerly 
defended by towers, but now given over to the 
peaceful abodes of the clergy. 

THE STALLS OF THE GARTER KNIGHTS (pp. 55, 67, 72). 

St. George's was rich in saintly relics and in its 
treasury of church plate. Little is there now — 
nothing of what was there of old. The plate went 
during the Civil Wars to be melted to buy arms. 
Of the ancient adornments, the carved woodwork 
and the shields in brass of the Garter knights, each 
man having his armorial bearings in colour above the 
stall he once occupied, alone remain. As each knight 
dies, his banner above is removed to make way for 
another. Observe the rank shown in the helmets 
under the flags. A casque looking you square in 
the face is that of a king, a duke's is a little turned 
to one side, an earl's is yet more. Would that " the 
great image of St. George, poising [weighing] 260 
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oinicos of pure gold, and garnished with pearls, 
riiliies, siipphires, and other stones," could still be 
seen! lint no sacristan here, as at Ais-hv-C!hapelle, 
can open door after door to show visitors the wonders 
of inaliii-viil iirt. The stones nnist be somewhere, 
although tho metal has been melted. What becomes 
of ivil the ancient precious stones V Many are still 
on tho figures of Our Lady, many still in altars, 
and in erozicrs, and in sacrod vessels that have 
escaped profanation. And, perhaps for tho " greater 
blessing of the greater number," most of them are on 
tho nocks imd wrists and dresses ot lair women who 
let the world see them more often than of old. The 
stones \i\aV livst while human beings tread this earth, 
but if the pearls be not worn they decay and discolour 
Let US rejoice at all events at this, and 
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wliuro iigaiii wi! strike on mcuiorics of Henry VI! 
who gave the site, then covered by a ruin, to his 
( 'ardinal Wolscy. The cardinal, wishing to have it oa 
his own grave and montuncnt, built a stately fabric, 
and intended that his own body should lie thoro, and 
that over his narrow bod there should b(.' ereetod a niasB 
ot " while and black marble, with eight braaeu columns 
around it, and four others in tho shape of candlesticks," 
designed by Ifenedett", a Florentine, with iTuich carving 
and ,L,'ilding — a thing never finished. Part of the work 
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accomplished was sold by the Commonwealth Par- 
Hiiment in 1646, but the massive marble sarcophagus 
was finally used for a sailor, and not for a priest. It 
now holds the body of Admiral Lord Nelson, shot 
at the Battle of Trafivlff^r, and buried in the crypt 
of St. Paul's Cathedral in London. The fine building 
has under it a crypt dug out of the chalk on which 
the whole Castle is built, arranged with stone shelves 
for the dead of the Royal Family. 

Nearest the altar is the cenotaph to the Prince 
Consort Another sarcophagus is the tonib of Prince 
I,eoj)old, Duke of Albany, by Boehm, and the third 
is the grave of Prince Albert Victor, by Gilbert, 
wliose rich ironwork and love of elaborate detail 
have enabled him to set off most worthily the repose 
and dignity of the recumbent figure of the young 
Prince who died on the eve of his marriage. An 
augcl holds the Crown of Life over his head. 

Floor and walls are rich with beautiful marbles, 
the windows arc bright with blazoning of arms, and 
with the jiictures of saints and warriors. Venetian 
inosiiicB give ahaost the same effect on the wall to 
tlio west. The wliolc is a splendid triumph of 
decoration, and the only criticism which may be 
made is whether the heads in white marble 
relief, and the graven subjects from the Bible on 
the walls, do not fleck too much with colourless 
intervals the otherwise harmonious hues of the in- 
Icvlnrfi-, SI). 
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THE MIDDLE WARD. 

Returning from the labyrinth of passages to the 
open air, and turning to the left, the Round Tower 
is just in front of us, and a short wall projects over 
the footway leading up the hill. That short wall 
used to be continued in an arch over the whole road, 
and marks the boundary of the Lower Ward, and the 
ancient outwork of the Keep. When we pass it we 
are in the ancient headquarters of the fortress, the 
Central Ward, whose vallum and rude outer rampart 
must have been guarded in prehistoric times by 
Britons who had no ambition to occupy with de- 
fences the extended circuit afterwards traced, and 
included in the works. 

THE WINCHESTER TOWER (p. 85). 

To the left and right of this demolished outer 
wall rise the Winchester and the Lieutenant's Towers, 
guarding the inner sanctuary of defence. The bishop- 
architect of Edward IIL, William of Wykeham, is 
said to have carved on the northern tower — "Hoc 
fecit WykehamJ* Tradition asserts that the king 
took this ill. " Wykeham made this. Does he mean 
to say that the building of my castle is owing to 
him ? " and the bishop, unwilling to destroy his own 
influence, which he wished to build yet higher, 
answered, " No, my liege. This means not that 
Wykeham made the tower, but that the tower, 
F 2 
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thriiugli your majesty's grace, made Wykeham." 
Later writers sjiy that this is all nonsense, heiog only 
tradition, and wo all know that tradition is nonseusu 
luiless it be written down by some old monk. 

The alternative belief is that it owed ita name 
to no more interesting elrcunistance than that the 
Bishops of Winchester were housed there during 
the ceremonials attending the entry into the Order 
of the Garter of a new knight, the See of Winchester 
having the right to have its bishop "the prelate of 
the Order," But Wykeham was a famous builder. 
He was commissioned to raise other notable castles, 
and it is recorded of him in regard to the works at 
AVindsor, that " he employed men to bring glass 
wheraver it could be found (in 1363), and to press 
glaziers to work at tho king's wages, twenty-four to 
bo conveyed to London to work there, and twelve 
at Wmdsor, to bo employed in the Castle. A great 
number of other workmen were also pressed this 
year for tho works, as weU as carriages for stone and 
timber." 

THE lieutenant's TUWElt 

opiMiKite was always a iiioro imiiortant work. There 
was formerly on the suinniit, as on the roof of others, 
a lofty watch tower, a feature tliat Wyatt, under 
George IV.'s direction, did not reproduce. It enfi- 
laded with its tire the gateway and outer wall towards 
thi! dhapo], and was the abode of the l)eputy-(iovemor. 
and once, when the lluke of Northuniherland was 
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Constable, of tho Governor himself. From this im- 
portant work the eurtnin-walls on the north of the 
Keep as far as the Upper Ward could he guarded. 
These curtains swept round the Keep's great ditch, 
anci were themselves defended by the outer moat, 
and were traced in two great semicircles. 

Follriwing their course south about and leaving 
the Keep garden on the left, we see, facing us, the 
lirst tower of the I'pper Ward — 

THE HEVIL'k tower. 

liising from a vaulted fourteenth -century basement, 
where there i,s evidence of the presence of captives, 
it is most celebrated as the abode of James I, of 
Kcotland. during the whole period of his detention 
at ^Vindsor, Taken in a time of peace, when on 
his way to pay a visit an a yonth to France, he 
was kc[it at \\'indsor by Henry IV. and Henry V. 
for eighteen years, growing in manhood and 
learning here all manly exercises, " I can teach 
him French as well as he can learn it in France," 
saifl the English king, glad of so useful a hostage, 
and he allowed James the liberty of hunting and 
attending hhiisulf — a freedom continued by Henry V., 
who hked the Scottish king and made him his 
companion when he went to Troyes to marry Princess 
Catherine of France, Harshly treated he was not, 
yet, as an pxiJc, and debarred from filling his rightful 
l.hnnw, liL' junlly consiilered himself wronged. Hia 
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iincle, the Duke of Albany, held all power m Scotland, 
and was not specially anxious that his nephew should 
return. At last, through the exertions of Sir Dimcan 
Campbell, Albany's son-in-law, and others of the 
nobles not so nearly related, and rather in despite of 
than with the favour of Albany, the immense ransom 
of £40,000 was raised and paid, and James was set 
free to commence that sad but remarkable reign 
which ended in the bloody tragedy at Perth, where 
he was assassinated by a band headed by Athole, 
Stuart, and Graham. Too impetuous to delay on 
what he thought the path of duty, too honest to 
be crafty in his measures of reform, too enlightened 
to tolerate the rude and almost savage ways of 
many of his nobles, and too brave to fear their dis- 
pleasure, he fell a victim to plots of vengeance 
hatched by detected felons and titled murderers. 

At Windsor he must have dreamed of what he 
might accomplish if once set free. It was from one 
of the windows of the tower that he first saw Lady 
Joan Beaufort walking in the moated garden at the 
foot of the mound of the Keep (p. 91), and thus he 
wrote of his captivity and love : — 

" The long days and the nights eke 
I would bewail my fortune in this wise, 
For which again distress, comfort to seek, 
My custom was on mornings to arise 
Early as day. O happy exercise ! 
By thee came I to joy out of torment ; 
But now to purpose of my first intent. 
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" Bewailing in ray c-Lamber thus alone, 
Despairinj^ of all joy and remedy, 
Ji'oretired of my thought, and woe-begone, 
And to the window 'gan I walk on liigh 
To see the world and folk that went forebye, 
As for the time, as though of mirth's food 
Might I have more, to look it did me good. 

" Now was there made, fast by the tower's wall 
A garden fair, and in the corners set 
An arbour green, with waudf^s long and small 
Ttailtd about, and so with trefca set 
Was all the place, and. hawthorn hedges knit, 
That life was none, walking there forebye 
That might within scarce any wight espy. 

" So thick the boughs, and the leavts green, 
Besliaded all the alleys that there were. 
And 'midst every arbour might he seen 
Tho sbnrp, tri^ni. .nweet junijwre 

1 1 ' ;;■■ >vitli branches here aud there, 

Tl' '. '.I to ;i life without, 

Tn. I .Ii-iii. Ill the arbour all about. 

"And on the small green twJaties sat 
The little .tweet nightingale, aud song 
So loud and clear the ympnis consecrate 
Of love Ills use, now soft, now loud among 
That all the gardens and the walls rung 
Iliglit of llieir song. 

" And therewith cast I down my eyes again. 
Where as T sniv walkin;; under the tower 

]^iil -111; ill-. \\. w I i>iiiiiiLj iii'C t(i jileyne [please], 
■Cm ■ ■: I !, . ,,,ui,-efit Howor 

'!!.■■■■ I ■ . ■:■ in.loretliiit hour, 

f'i'i " III' ■[ iL'I'l' II .lI' iL' , .i^r.n nstart 
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And when the lady's figure disappeared behind 
one of the arbours, he wrote : — 

" To see her jmst, and follow I nae might, 
Methought the clay was turned into night." 

And so he continued loving and grieving : — 

" For which, as though I could no better wyle, 
I took a book to read upon a while ; 
My eyes began to smart for studying, 
My book I shut, and at my head it laid." 

Until the eighteen years were past and Joan 
Beaufort, King Henry's cousin, became his queen, he 
lived in that tower. Then he went to "dree his 
weird " in the North, little thinking of that last scene 
of all, when his wife would be wounded in his defence, 
and when, before the rebels coidd enter, the Queen's 
lady, Catharine Douglas, had her arm broken in 
attempting to gain a few moments that the king 
might conceal himself. The bar for the staple had 
been treacherously withdrawn, and she placed her 
slender arm to serve as a bar, with a heroism of which 
a Scots ballad sings : — 

" If all were good as are the few, 

The world were richer, rarer ; 
A lady true and brave I knew, 

Of noble name the bearer ! 
Were men all brave, and women true, 

The world would be the fairer. 

" Our first King James, whose youth was spent 
With England's king, his warden, 
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Persuaded Love to pitch a tent 

Within a prison garden ; 
Love better bow than England'a bent 

For Jamest and Freedom's guerdon. 

" A lady nigb to England's king, 
Joan UeaufoL't, Jamie wedded : 

Kin/ Henry made our noblea bring 
For JanjeH a ransom dreaded, 

For till Love showed, a golden wing, 
He awore they stood indebted ! 

"But Luve, who took our Prince's part, 
In showers of gold descended : 

A captive thus won captor's heart, 
Thus durance days were ended ; 

And Scotland's italace, kirk, and mart. 
In joy tlieir voices lilended, 

"O grace and worth were hand and glove, 
And wisdom ne'er went roaming. 

When our dear King, with hia dear love. 
To all men's joy came homing ; 

Wu dreamed, with him and England's Dove, 
That day could have no gloaming I 

"To women and to men how dear, 
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"Ntill tlii'oiigh Had years, fierce gron'ing Hate 
ArountI his glory gathered : 
He t^ould with uo dishonour mate, 

Nor be by vassal tethered ; 
To Perth, before his lodging's gate, 
The storiu rolled undiscovered ! 

"Then, sudden clang of amia, and roar, 
Broke uji the Court's gay meeting ; 

The niunlererii knocked ! all hope was o'er, 
The ladies they kept greeting, 

Save Catharine Douglas at the door, 
Her true heart proudly beating. 

" The bolt waft gone, by traitor's ta'en— 

How could her hands replace it J 
An instant — and her arm has lain 

Across the door to brace it 1 
A shriek ! the white limb's broke in twain I 

All ! how could woman face it ) 

"O, Catharine Douglas bears a name 
That sives to Death denial, 
Xo niurJererK' doom of pain and flame 

Atones by torture's trial 
For Jamie's blood, and Scotland's shame, 
While sun can light the Dial ! 

"But she who through rough staple placed 

Her arm so fair and tender, 
Hull's memories has halt effaced ! 

Their pmyers should all men render 
For ('atliariiie Douglas, brave and chaste. 

That (lod His peace may send her." 

The younger Henry (V.), who released King James 
for t!ie heavy raiisciiii paid, was the first husband 
of that queen wlm, its a widow, married the wild 
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\Vi>!sI,ji;lii, Owcii TiKior, who (iould scarce spoak 
Euglisli, Imt wiw tho ancestor of those under whose 
roifpis the Enjjlisli language was first -spread beyond 
the KOa.s. 

Now leaving the tower so associated with King 
James, go haek along tho moat of the Keep, and 
look at the narrow garden, still bright in amnmer 
with flowere, and the blossoms of fniit trees, and 
keeping to the parapet wall that surrounds it, walk 
to the Norman gate, where a portcnihs still remains 
in the masonry over tlie massive archway. 

THE NOllMAN TOWER AND GATEWAY (p. 93) 

is, with tho exception of tho front facing the town, the 
leivst altered of any portion. Though prisoners of more 
importance were confined in other places, they left 
no such traces as have those who were hero detained. 
It was cliictly during the CromweUian wars that the 
chambers above the archway were used as " dun- 
geons." Tho gate guard could always watch thera. 
The rooiiLS wore pleasant enough, when compared 
to some of the holds into which men were thrust. 
At Alnwick, for example, close to the gateway is a 
hole ill the ground faced with masonry, which has 
a narrow iiritico at the top, and increases in size 
as the depth becomes greater, so that the space for 
prisoners is shaped like a lime-kiln, or like an ancient 
Ijcll, so that n<.inc coidd esi>ape, and none could see 
ii glimpse of dajliglit. Aii'ain, at Nawcirth Castle, 
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the prison, though not ao dismal, is at tho givt«, 
imtl thcro i.s a. coiniiiunication between it »nd the 
rooms of the I-oril of the Ciistlc, a cireunistimce that 
gave Sir Walter .Scott the idea of describing such a 
(lunficon as existing at Inveraray, in his " Legend of 
Montrose." At Edinburgh (Jastio, those about to 
be executed were confined in a room similar to that 
in tite Noniian Tower, the (jortcuUis itself when 
drawn up forming a "grille," or barrier, in the 
apiirtment, through which the guard could see the 
lirisonors, Tho Royalists held in the Norman Tower 
by the I'arliament were allowed to amuse themselves 
by cutting their names on tho walls, and a curious 
medley of signatures and of coata-of-arms illustrates 
the (lulness entlurcd by tho gallant men fresh from 
the campaigns they so bravely and, it must be added, 
HO badly conducted. 

Tlie buildings un tlie left, iifter passing the gate- 
way, are those now euntaiuing the hbrary, but it 
will be best tirst to turn to tlie loft through the 
narrow piissagc that lends duwn to 
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presence, that she wanted a new play carrying on 
the description of the character of Fnlstaff, and 
again, only a fortnight later, the poet, askinf,' for an 
andience and smnouncing that he had the play 
ready for Her Grace's approval. 

Pym says that the Queen was very fond of having 
plays acted, and spent great sums on having them 
" well mounted." Thei'e was a stage erected, probably 
in St George's Hall, on which there was frequent 
acting, " For the actors a wardrobe was established, 
and for the stage scenes were painted. The Queen 
had also an orchestra, composed of trnnipeters, 
Intercrs, harpers, singers, rebecks, vialls, sagbiitts, 
hiigpijipn, mynstrels, doincfljvds, flutes. The chains 
for 3 plays performed before Her Majesty show 
payments of the officers, taylors, and painters for 
making scenes of divers cities and towns, and the 
Emperor's palace and other devices, as well as money 
paid to carvers, mercers for sarsnet and other stuff, 
and lynondrapera for canvas to cover the towns withal, 
and other provision for a Play; and for a masko a 
rock for tlie 9 Muses to sing on, with a vayne of 
sarsnet drawn up and down upon them. There 
were rharel.t(*s fur the goibl esses, and devices of 
the Heaven and clouds." So that more was done 
at Windsor to support by scenery the plays of 
Shakespeare than at the Globe Theatre he had in 
London, aud he was doubtless able to direct here the 
artisans to provide whatever he called for. From 
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that North Terrace he must have retired from the 
Queen's presence, with a quick step and eager eyes, 
through the Lower Ward to the Garter Inn to perfect 
his schemes ; and then with what a company he must 
have gone to see the preparations in the Hall, planning 
everything, ordering everything, and occasionally 
taking advantage of a talk with Bacon to get hints 
how to enact on the stage the great affairs of 
state, which often give the spur to the actions of 
his characters. 

In our day another famous Queen has revived the 
custom of seeing the best English actors play their 
parts before her. But times differ, for now it takes 
only an hour instead of a day to go from London 
to Windsor, and it takes four months at least, instead 
of a fortnight, for a subject of Queen Victoria to 
write a good play ! 

Walk along to the east end of the esplanade 
before you return to the narrow stair, for the outline 
of the Castle towers is splendid, when viewed from 
the terrace; and it is here that Wyatt and later 
architects have achieved the greatest success in 
breaking up ugly masses into picturesqueness com- 
bined with stateliness, while the comfort of the 
interior was much enhanced. There was an immense 
barrack-like block before George IV.'s time, and 
after Elizabeth's, raised on this front, and by no 
means made beautiful by a great Garter ribbon 
and red cross painted on the masonry. 
G 2 



lOo Guide to Windsor Castle. 

Looking over the parapet and past the i 
ot the hoc trees tliat shade the steep slope below, 
yon see the Home Park where Elizabeth had the 
deer sonietiTncs driven past her, and amused her- 
self by shootinjf them with her cross-bow. There, 
too, is the river on which she loved to be rowed in 
her barge, and the pinnacles beyond of Eton College 
where she went in state to receive tho elaborate 
poetical addresses of the students. On this broad 
footway lot iia think of her " spacious times," and 
people again her terrace with the figures clad in' 
triuik-bose and tights, the graceful mantles and 
plumed caps worn by Raleigh, and Drake, and 
Howard, and Clinton, and Leicester, and Cecil. Here 
they arc best grouped in fancy, for here they truly 
walked and talked, and the comedy of The Merry 
Wii'c, and the too real tragedy of Fotheringay, were 
discussed on this stage set with the beautiful scenery 
of the valley of the Thames. 

K[N(i John's TowEit (p. 101). 
The pliice of King John of France's detention 
fronts you as you tuni to the left on reascending 
the little stair to tho Nonitan Gate. It is the 
tmglc nearest to the Kunnd Tower, and ho probably 
occupied rooms corresponrling to those near it, and 
now called the Vandyke Gallery. Apart from the 
beauty or grandeur of a Imilding, the human interest 
given to it liy a knowlcil^'c <if what pas.sed within 
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is its greatest attraction. You will remember the 
occasion of the coming of the French captive. 

John had so great a fear and dislike of Edward III. 
that he actually put to death the Count of En, who 
had visited the English king and had spoken well of 
him ! When afterwards, on the lield of Poictiers, he 




had to surrender to Edward's son, he was brought 
with a great coiiipany of other prisoners to London, 
and then to Windsor, where he was permitted to 
hunt and hawk and take whatever other diversion 
he pleased. Walkii^ with his conqueror and with 
King Da^d II. of Scotland, who was also a prisoner, 
he is said U) have told the English king that the Upper 
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Ward, into which some of his windows looked, was 
not fine enough I'or a regal abode. " Then shall the 
ransom of your majesties make it better," said Edward ; 
and trftilition asserts that it was from the money so got 
that immy of the improvements were made. Poor 
Kinjf Jolin Hved to sec what had been done, for the 
whole amoimt asked was not to be got, and, true to 
his knightly honour, he came back from France to 
"render himself," and died in the Savoy, in London. 

INTERIOR OF THE CASTLE, NORTH SIDE. 

The interior of the group of rooms extending 
from the north side of the Norman Gate to the angle 
at which the red-coated porters await visitors, now 
devoted U> a very fine library, is not always shown, 
lint for those who have leave, a most interesUng 
collection of medals, illmninated manuscripts, ancient 
bindings, and Oriental miniatures, is displayed. Hand- 
some Elizabethan chimney-pieces, on one of which the 
groat Queen herself is represente<I, warm the north 
wall {i». 105). The windows on the other, embayed 
in pritsses full of well-arranged literature, look out 
towanls that far-off cluirch, the spire of which is 
easily ret'ognist;i! through a glass, where Gray wrote 
his iuiinortal " Elegy-" One little room is that in 
which Queen Anno wus sitting when Marlborough's 
despati.-h annninicing the victory of Blenheim wag 
brought to h(;r (p. \m). 

Wliere lliu lllirjry ends is \\w lirst of" a set .of 
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splendid apartments, used only by the public, and the 
greatest sovereigns. Paintings by Xuccarelli, who, at 
his bfst, is always most pleasing, are hung over cabinets 
containing very beautiftd porcelain. , Onwardn, on the 
north side, room after room can bo most profitably 
examined, for the pictures are of particular interest, 
citlier on account of their history or their art 
Formerly the 8evereign's family lived in this part 
of the C'astle, Now they live on the southern side 
of the Upper Ward, where dwelt in other days Uie - 
great officers of state. 

The Czar of Rus.sia, who met such a dreadful 
death at St. Petersburg through the explosion of 
bombs thrown by Nihilists, was lodged here during 
his last visit to England, his faithful Cossacks keeping 
watch in an adjoining room. The man who had free<l 
the serfs, and done more for refonn of government 
than any of his predecessors, was doomed to be never 
without the haunting dread of assassination. 

It is well to [lursuc your way along the north side, 
passing through the audience cliamber imtil you 
reach tlio grand drawing-room (p. 111). The audience 
room has a throne and canopy (p. 109), and there 
the Quf'cn has often received embassies of state, 
who iulvancB up the whole length of the apartment 
making their oboisancc to the Sovereign seated under 
the canopy. Installations of the various Orders of 
chivalry have generally taken place here, while the 
diniug-i-oom is useti as a reception room after any 
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great affair of State. The tapestries of the stoiy of 
Esther most worthily omament the walLs. Turning 
through part of tliis large room, return by 

THE WATERLOO GALLERY (p. 107), 

which is built over a court-yard, formerly open to the 
air, between St. Geoi^e's Hall and the north rooms. 
The pictures are all portraits of men distinguished as 
KoldicrH or as statesmen at the time of the end of the 
last great war with France. There, high above one 
of the fireplaces, is " Brunswick's fated chieftain," who 
fell himself at Waterloo, and whose father had died 
in battle also fighting the French. The " Iron Duke" 
of Wellington is well painted, but the figure gives 
the iiloa of a man far taller than was Wellington. 
Ho and Nelson were both slight men, of no com- 
manding stature. Here the modern "'ma-sques " and 
plays are given, the stage stretching across die 
western end. The neighboiu-ing rooms arc used by 
the actors as " green-rcionia ; " and with the auditorium 
tillfd with seats on a raised platform, and the inter- 
vening space between them and the orchestra (in 
case of an opora being given) or sti^e tilled wilii 
tlowi'TS !uul piibus, (iic grim memories of Waterloo 
givo pbin- lu more uttraiiive if to less glorious 
rivolKciious. 

HAIJ. AND STAIHCASE. 

AnoiluT suiall emirt has I«'en built over for the 
siaiv, wbii'b is iioi sin.-ff>st'ul in its etit^ci. In the hall 
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or vestibule of the Waterloo Gallery aro massed 
nearly the whole of the bulky presents received by 
Queen Victoria at the time of her Jubilee on the 
completion of fifty years of rule. The articles are 
all precions, because they are loyal offerings from 
those who f(ftve their best, though they may not all 
be of cc|uai worth in the eyes of men accustomed 
to sec great intrinsic value shaped in beauty. The 
iiiie mats of the islanders of the Western Pacific may 
not seem precious, yet they are amongst the choioest 
wares of the natives, because their women toil ftw 
a year in making one. What is notable in the 
collection is the vastness of the Empire from whidi 
moat of the gifts come. There is hardly any region 
of the earth that lias not contributed something. 
Many have given what cannot here be shown — gems 
and jewels and stones, magnitieent in colour, brilliancy, ' 
and setting. Everyone will be Interested in the silvw-' 
models of the war-ships, one, alas ! — the Yictaria — 
now lying at the bottom of the Mediterranean Seti., 
Sec also Gilbert's fine piece of plate, a present froi 
the Aniiv. 






GliAND STATIt, LOWER HALL, AND STATE KNTftANOE. 

If you have been admitted by the Grand Entrance,. 
you have .seen a pai't of the most perfect work of 
Edward IIT. in the roof which supports the crypt- 
liko Lower Hall (p. 113). The entry arch and the 
covLTcd earri:tgc shelter are modern (p. 115). It was at 
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this ontnmce tlmt '^uean Vktom recoived t!ic liite 
Ktnperor of the French when he and the Kiupress 
Kiigi'iiie paid their first visit as sovereigns to England. 
I'rince Albert, the Prince of Wales, and Prince Alfred 
stood with h(?r MajoKty that April evening in 1865 
when the imperial guests arrived. The Euiperor ha<l 
heen invited to the Guildhall to receive an address 
from tho Lord Mayor and Coi-poration of Tendon. 
The townspeople at Windsor had cheered him heartily 
:ls, with a Life Guard escort, he drove up the hill. 
(.)n the day after his arrival a review was held in 
hin honour in the Park, " It lasted about two hours. 
Tho troops made a sorry .appearance in point of 
muriliers, but then," wrote the newspapers, " the 
Emperc.ir would romember that they were the same 
manner of men who, at Balaclava, clove through the 
dense masses of the lliissian cavalry. The Emperor 
was most eulogistic. Tho next day the Order of 
darter was given to him. It was noticed that, on 
tering the ( irand Presence Chamber, the ordinarily 
passive Eiriperor was struck with the splendour 
the Ncene that awaited him. On tho throne, clad in 
her splendid mhcH of state and resplendent witii 
jinvuls, .sat the (^uceii, and near her tho Empress of 
the French, dressed in nearly o(pml magnificence. 
The (-'ourt ladies .stood around in hriUiant costumes, 
and long rows of the knights in their state robes gave 
a solomn finish to tho picture. Tho Emperor paused 
for a Tiiomwit, then advanced, exhibiting considerable 
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emotion, as the coreinonial wns being performed. 
At the cimclHsion ho would have kissed Her Majesty's 
hand, but the Queen, as is tbc custom between 
sovereigns, kissed him on both cheeks when she had 
given the accolade. It may here be mentioned that 
Her Majesty had siiiiilarly honoiu'ed him on his 
Imperial Majesty's arrivaL" In the evening there 
was a Stftto banquet in St. George's Hall. What the 
Emperor said of his sentiments towards England, 
and its (.^ueen, gave gi'eat satisfaction to the Londoners, 
whom ho addressed in answer to the address given \a 
him in the City: — "I am deeply grateful to your 
(iucon for aflbrdmg me this solenm opportunity of 
expressing to you my own sentiments and those of 
France, of which I am the interpreter. I have re- 
tained on the throne the same sentiments of syui- 
pathy and esteem for the English people that I 
professed as an e.tile, while I enjoyed here the 
hospitality of your country. And if I have acted in 
accordance with my convictions, it is that the interests 
of the nation which has chosen me, no less than 
tho.SG <jf univci-sal civilisation, have made it a duty. 
Indeed, England and France arc naturally united on 
all the great questions of politics and of human 
progress that agitate the world, from the shores of the 
Atlantic to those of the Mediterranean, from the 
Baltic to the Black Sea, from the desire to abolish 
slavery to tho hope of amelioration for all the 
ciJUJitrrcs of Europe. T see in the uioriil, a.s in the 
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piilit.iiiil worl'l, iJiul. l.liijro iiro two nations, but with 
uno crmrso anil mw- i.'iid. It iw then only by narrow 
ciinsidcriitionn antl pitiful rivalries that our union 
can Ijo dlHscviTcd. If we follow thus the dictates of 
ciiuiirion-sense alone, we shall bo sure of the future. 
. . , Tlio eyes of all who siifl'er rise instinetively to 
the West, beciiuso our two nations are even more 
liowortul from tlio opinions that they repreBont than 
from thoir armies and their fleets." 

The only occurrence which caused unfavourable 
remark among the French (luring the London visit, 
was i^aid to ho the fact that the head of the French 
[lolli'o hiu! Iiiid his pocket picked by an expert 
l,i,o.lnii.,r; 

nr.Mil.KS ll.'S DlNrN'MlUOM. 

( 'lipsr III I In: lii-iul of i.lio (irand Stair is the dining- 
ninrn nf clirdlrs II., niiw limig with French Gobelins 
lajii'siry [liiiirlK, and liaviny a transjMirency of 
(Irnr^T II. iilinvc llii' lirr]ilaee. J!iit the ceiling and 
cuijilri' jiaiiiliii;^'s rriiiain as in his time, and they 
allow inni 1,11 Moi: an ('xaiii[ile of Verrio's stylo. Ho 
paititerl vory many of the ceiiiiij^, beginning in 1070. 
"Thii Kiiit,''M l>iiiiiit,'-roiim, a lian'juet of the Godn, 
-£2r)(t," is till- item rcliiliog l.o this chamber in the 
iifi-oimt 111' niiMii'V-s I'liiil to him. Evelyn tlionghr: 
" his itiveni.inn adminililc, his i>rdnance full and 
IliiiuM!,', iiiiiii|iii', and lieroical — liis figures move." 
.Null' ilic tisli mill the game jHuntod on the comioe. 
Undrr llioM.' di'i'iirulinns King Charles was wont to 
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give his little dinners when Nell Gwyim came over 
from Eurford House, the place he had given to her. 

He had determined to iiiake Windsor his own 
residence. Many persons hftd obtained leave to culti- 
vjilL' piirts of the moat as gardens. These peniiissions 
wove nil revised and most of them were cancelled. 
He undertook the restoration of much that was 
defaced or injured by the neglect of repairs during 
the Commonwealth. Severe on other men, and 
lax himself, he dismissed Lord Mordaunt from the 
Governorship on iiecount of alleged malpractices and 
put Prince Rupert in his place. Political plots against 
Iiiin were suspected. "Four ruffians were appointed 
to go to Windsor and there to assassinate his royal 
person,'' three Irishmen and an English Catholic 
being accused as being "liircd to execute that 
execrable crime." 

The king's equestrian statue, where he is dressed 
as a Itoman, was placed in the Upper Ward, and the 
avenue now called the I-ong Walk was planted. 
A huge water-pumping macliine, invented by Sir 
Sam. Newlands, was tried in the meadow below the 
terrace, to the great satisfaction of Charles, for it 
daily forced up vast quantities of wat«r into the 
Castle cisterns. Hoi-se races were mn before him. 
The King of Bantam arrived and was well received 
and bantam cocks came into fashion. A match at 
cock-fighting took place in 1685 (the year of the 
attempt made by Womiiouth and Argyll to upset the 
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Government), and this cock-fighting went on for that 
whole week. But this was one of the last of the 
topics spoken of in this room of Charles II., and his 
successor, James, had only four years of power. 




George II. used to dine in public in this room, and 
later it was used as it now is — -as a show-room — 
and die state bed of Queen Anne was exhibited in 
the recess which is now pierced by the door leading 
to the library. Some of Grinling Gibbons's beautiful 
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wond-carvinp is to be seen on the wails. His fruit 
and flowers are executed in very high relief, and he 
must have ha*l able pupils, tor there is more of such 
carving than could have been accomplished by one 
pair of hands. 

THE GUAltl.) ROOM, (Ut AKMOLKY (p. 119), 

reached by traversing the haU and passing under the 
arched passive facing the marble statue of the (jueen 
by Bochui, is a most interesting room, from the very 
line collection of ariris and warlike relics arranged 
within it. The space has been greatly iinjiroved by 
Wyatt, who thrt-w out the tower which contains large 
windows and has underneath it the covered arch for 
carriages, for the convenience of the guests who are 
allowed to ascend the (ireat Stair. The vaulting on 
which the floor rests is of Edward III.'s time. 

The most precious object here is the shield 
under a glass shade above the tireplace (p. 117). 
This is the work of art fashioned by Benvenuto 
Cellini lor Francis I. of Franco, and given by him 
to Henry VIII. on the " Field of the Cloth of Gold." 
Francis gave in this piece of ornamental armour a 
mastfrpiceo which marks the highest point of Italian 
motid-work. In relief are the battle scenes which 
Cellini, as good a soldier as he was an artist, loved to 
portray, His genius is better shown in this shield 
than in the altar candelabra so famous in the sacristry 
of the Vaf.icim. Ho lived at Fontainebleau and Paris, 
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while he designed and wrought for Francis, being 
oiiiployed in casting cannon as well as in perfecting 
such delicate work as this. It is remarkahle that 
pieces of the artillery cast in the French foundries 
under the ItaHan's direction were taken to Itaiy 
by Francis and lost in the rout at Pavia. Removed 
thence by Bourbon, thoy wore employed against 
Rome, the walls of which, notably the Castle of St. 
Angelo, were defended by Cellini, so that balls from 
the guns he had cast were thrown against him. 

On brackets in the wall above are the suits of 
plate armour of the two captive sovereigns whose 
ransom was used to improve the Upper Ward — King 
John II. of France and King David II. of Scotland.- 
David's suit has the thistle in gold on the steel His 
armour has been in the English castle ever since that 
disastrous day in October, 1346, when, at Beaiirepair, or 
Ncvill's Cross, near Durham, when the Scots army 
was defeated owing to the superiority of the English 
ivrchers, who from 20,000 bows poured in a rain of 
arrows to which no reply could be given. The 
ground wiis too encloswl for the cavalry charges to 
bo effective, and yet the young king fought on and 
oil thnmgh hours of slaughter. 

Tytlcr describes the closing scene of the battle. 
David, grievously woiraded by two arrow^s, one of 
which pierced deep, and could not be extracted with- 
out groat agony, continued to resist and encourage 
the few that, wore left, around him. An English 
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knight, named Copland, at last broke in upon him, 
and after a hard struggle, in which two of his teeth 
were knocked out by the king's dagger, succeeded 
in overpowering and disarming him. He was con- 
veyed to the Tower amid a guard of 20,000 men- 
at-arms, and was mounted on a tall black charger, 
so that he could be seen of all the people. 

At Windsor David was allowed equal freedom 
with the King of France, and resided there while 
desperate wars made a desert of the Border countries. 
His armour and 90,000 marks, a tremendous ransom, 
remained with the English when at last the king 
returned to the North, to end, in 1371, a life that 
he had made more pleasant for himself than for his 
country. 

Other trophies of war are piled in gleaming 
masses, and at the place where the old wall was 
broken through to afford more light, above busts 
of Marlborough and Wellington, are the tricolor 
flags given each year by these dukes' representatives ; 
for on this tenure of gift they hold their domains, 
granted by a grateful nation. And there in the 
centre of the light of the great windows, as centred 
in the glory of our history, is the bust of Nelson 
on the fitting pedestal of a portion of the mast of 
his flagship, the Victory, bored through by a French 
cannon shot that left the ragged hole darkened as 
though encircled with the powder of the conflict. 
Below, note a specimen of the bar;-shot fired during 
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the Ijftttlc into the admiral's vessel. There are Indian 
yuns elaborately ornamented, but these are the chief 
objects, and we pass into the 

queen's old I'HEHENCE chamber and old audience 

CHAMBEll, 

two tine halls to the right, still painted as of 
old by Verrio and now further adorned with more 
of the French tapestry, their rich but harmonious 
dolouriug giving the noblest decoration. There is 
a remarkable eahinct with finely chased brass, almost 
worth its weight in gold. The picture over the door, 
a ftiU-length of Queen Mary Stuart, is most inter- 
esting. She is represented as she was during her Inat 
months of life, and in the background is the ghastly 
scene of her execution. There, in a black-draped 
hall, the poor kneeHng figure has received the first 
blow of the headsman's axe, and a stream of blood 
pours from the wound. It is unfortunate that this 
picture, however grim, is placed so high. The con- 
trovei-sy still raging over that sad end and its 
justification will never cease while the story is dis- 
cussed. The latest evidence with regard to the 
I»apers at Hatfield tends to show that Cecil (bi^d 
the letters puqiorting to have been written by 
Mary. The water-mark on the paper is the same 
as on that used by the English accuser. The 
handwTiting, th<mgh like Mary's, is more crabbed, 
and it is inipnssible to Lolievc that in such intimate 
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correspondence she would liave employed any but 
her ordinary somewhat careless writing. 

VANDYKK miOM (p. 123). 
Some of the A'andykes (now all collected in the 
old Ball-room) were in the rooms now tapestried. It 
ia a marvel how many portraits were painted by this 
great artist in a comparatively short time. He was 
not very long in England, nor very long at Genoa, 
and yet the galleries in Italy and here are seldom 
wanting in some of his fine paintings. He was the 
first man to group naturally several subjects in one 
canvas. There is no stiffness about his pictures. An 
easy dignity and distinction marks everythii^ he 
porf'urmed. The studies of Charles T., whether sitting 
" high on horse," or more minutely dehneated in the 
three heads in one canvas, represent hiui as no other 
sovereign has been portrayed. The face with its 
dignity and grace makes one understand why all men 
liked liiTu, until — they were deceived. But if it be 
hard to understand how that charming presence 
could be guilty of deception, it is in a certain weak- 
ness of purpose which may be discerned in the 
(jxprossitHi. Perhaps " more sinned against than 
sinning," is the thought that crosses the mind while 
gazing at his features. 

Look at the portrait of Vandyke by himself, 
almost in profile. There you understand . the refine- 
ment of the hand guided by that intelligence, and 
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the chin and jaw show something of the set purpose 
for labour that could accomplish so much work. 

In Queen Henrietta Maria he seems to present 
the very woman, quick, kindly, elegant, but not of 
the nature to breed great men. When she was 
married to Charles, in 1625, ViUiers, Duke of Buck- 
ingham, went to bring her to England, and he is 
said to have " had for the occasion seven rich suits 
embroidered and laced with silver; besides one of 
rich white satin uncut velvet, set all over with 
diamonds, of the value of £80,000 ; also a sword, 
girdle, hatband and spurs, with diamonds. Another 
rich suit of purple satin embroidered all over with 
rich Orient pearls, of the value of £20,000. He was 
attended by 20 privy gentlemen, seven grooms of 
his chamber, thirty chief yeomen, and 2 master 
cooks : of his own servants for the household 25 
second cooks, 14 yeomen of the 2d rank ; seventeen 
grooms to them ; 45 labourer selleters belonging to 
the kitchen, 12 pages, with 3 suits apiece ; 24 footmen 
with 3 rich suits, and 2 rich coats apiece; 6 hunts- 
men, two rich suits, 12 grooms, 6 riders, and 8 others 
to attend the stables. Three rich velvet coaches 
inside, and without gold lace all over. Eight horses 
to each coach, and 6 coachmen richly suited: 22 
"watermen in sky-coloured taffeta, all gilded with 
anchors. Besides these, 1 marquis, 6 earls, many 
gentlemen of distinguished rank, and 24 knights. 
The whole train that went to France amounted to 
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nearly 700 pci-sims ! " The (ijiioen effected, we are 
L(i](l, "great '■lumgt.'S in the fushions of the diiy;" 
ami so (lid the Kinjj'— each in their own way ! 

ST. oeorge's hall {p. 127) 
wears af,Ttin the aspect of a gallery of the Nornian 
time, and its rcHtiiration has heen done with taste, 
and aptly, for the apace occupied by it was in the 
reigns of Noruiun kings the feast-hall of the Upper 
Ward, There was another hall in the Lower Ward 
which in altered form still remains, near the Bell 
Tower; ijiit it was insigiiitiiiant in comparison to 
tills long gallery, erected on the vaulted basements 
of tlie i-Jlwarfls. Tlio seventeenth century saw it 
remodelled in its interior, and Verrio's flying and 
Hitting angels licrc, tis elsewhere, whirled in chaotic 
allegory around the heails of kings enthroned on 
Uumdcr-clotids. In the beginning of tliis century 
the ceilings were removed and the timber roof 
sliown, full-length portraits were placed along the 
wall formerly bounding the old " Horn " and another 
ojien court, and the shields of the Knights of the 
(Jarter were blazoned on the wontlwork on the 
southiTu siile on the roof. 

The great bancjuets held Ihti' in linnour of foreign 
soviTcigns, or for other reasons of state, are well set 
out in this pliiL'c, wliei'c so many guests can be seated 
at the long tabli! extending from one end to the other, 
and laden wiih I he gi Mod jihite of which there is a 
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very tine collocticm. The silver is, liowever, .ill 
modern. Wars imd troubles made the old Enghah 
plate disappear iato the melting-pot: In Russia there 
is a q^uantity of English plate given by English to 
Russian sovereigns, which wo may now envy. 

Brilliant as the effect of the massive trophies is 
when shown under hundreds of candles or the electric 
light, I have heard an Indian prince declare that his 
people could make a better show — "Our plate at 
Lahore was gold — real gold — not silver-gilt ! " 

The company assembles in the white-and-gold 
drawing-room iuid, entering St. Geoi^e's Hall, files 
in long ]iroces8ion to occupy the seats, to reach which 
liLill:' of tliom have to make a round as distant as 
the course for a classic race. Soldiers of the 
Household Cavalry, in helmets and cuirasses, stand 
iiiotionle.ss at intervals along the hall, and the 
gold -covered figures of the pages, the scarlet of 
the footmen serving the dishes along the endless 
white table with its load of plate and fruit, the 
military band in the balcony gallery, the masses 
of flowers, the bright uniforms, and the sparkle of 
the ladies' diamonds, constitute a long avenue of 
colour and a scene which we need not be ashamed 
to show as a type of British welcome to representa- 
tives of foreign Powers. 

Such visits are proofs of the goodwill and respect 
of strangers for England, on account of England's 
greatness gained in the glorious history of her present 
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as well as of her past ; and it is fit that her acknow- 
ledgment of their courtesy should be sealed in the 
hall that was built by the most daring of her soldier- 
kings, and should be no niggardly display, but one 
recalling in dignity and hospitaUty the traditions of 
a nation which until of late has never shrunk from 
her responsibilities, nor feared to stretch forth her 
hand either to strike a blow or to give generous 
reception to an ally. In State ceremonial the health 
of the monarch in whose country the assembly takes 
place is first given ; but, if the Queen be present, she 
herself gives the health of her guest, who replies by a 
return of the courtesy. These speeches are never 
long. Brevity is the soul of State cordiality, as well 
as of private wit. 

THE PRIVATE CHAPEL 

is at the east end of St. George's Hall. It is not 
specially interesting. Of late a fine figure, though 
small in scale, by Dalou, has been placed here to 
commemorate the deaths of infant children of the 
Royal Family, and bronze bas-reliefs of Dean Stanley 
and of Dean Wellesley have been let into the 
panelling. 

PASSAGE PORTRAIT CHAMBER. 

The passage chamber between the chapel and the 

Upper Ward wall has a collection of singular interest, 

being chiefly portraits of the sovereigns and other 

£Eunous persons since Henry VII.'s time. There is 
I 
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a little picture showing Darnley as a singularly 
"gawky" yoiitli clad in black. Note the picture of 
Anne Boleyn and tliat of her ernel consort. Before 
leaving the northern side, look out into the Upprar 
Wiird, and ynu will realise some of the changes made 
by Wv:,1i. ■ 

THE Ul'PER WARD 

wiiH, like the Ivower Ward, grassed over, and gravel 
roads intersected the plots, which were roiled round. 
The buildings were narrow, being often but one 
sot of rooms deep, with no communicating corridor, 
eacli room being itself a passage to the next. They 
were af places mere partitions of a belt of double 
" curtain " walling, joining together the lofty square 
towers. The very inconvenience of such habita- 
tions led to their abandonment, and Geoi^o HI. 
lirat began to Introduce comfort. His son — a greater 
ade])t. in the arts of comfort, and having, more- 
over, excellent taste — -resolved to do much more. 
Wyatt was called in, and he advised that along 
the whole space from St. George's Hall around the 
oast side, and along the whole of the south, a wide 
corridi>r should be made on the fii-st lioor to com- 
immicate with the reception- and drawing-room. 
Tliis was a length of at least 520 feet. Underneath 
the corridor he proposed to have small rooms for 
ullircs i([Hl servants and for household use. 

"(ih, liiit that will make the ward look too small!" 
it wiis Mbjuuted. " No," said Wyatt, " I'll make it look 
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as lai^c lis ever." And this he effected by ftbolishing 
the grixsH plots. The wide area of gravel made the 
smaller space si3C!in as lar^e as the greater, intersected 
• as it formerly was. It is the case familiar to all 
of a furnished and an unfurnished room. Until you 
get the furniture in, you never know how small the 
room is. Tlie grass plots furnished the spaee to the 
eye, and made it seem smaller than it appeared 
without them. 

Just opposite the east end of St. George's Hall ia 
the south-east comer, this corridor is further enlarged 
so as to give what is given in the case of the ward- 
room or armoury — namely, a guard-chamber above a 
covered carriage-way. This is 

THE queen's dining-room, 

and below is the door always used by her when 
she drives out. Tlio open carriage with the favourite 
grey horses, the outrider on another, wait for her 
Majesty there. You see that the gateway leadii^ 
out is nearly in the south centre of the Ward. TMa 
is a now gateway, for the older one was a little to the 
right, and ha.s mouldings about the corner-stones, 
now half-buried in the serving-rooms of the newer 
structure, that show the characteristics of the four- 
teenth century. 

In the centre of the Ward was an ornamental 
fountuin with crown-like overwork. This was taken 
away, as was ako tiic " brass " Charles lL_on horseback. 
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so tliiit the whole space should look larger and be a 
good parade ground for troops. One of the prettiest 
parades ever seen there was one that took place 
on the Hftieth anniversary of the Queen's reign. 
The old tiltyard, that had known so many gallant 
tourneys and so many guards of honour and regi- 
mental parades, was then tilled by the Eton boys, 
who, in wull-drilled array, marched past after dark, 
cai.^h boy bearing a torch. One of the movements 
they executed formed a Union Jack in living lines of 
firo, while the smallest boys, unable to take part in 
the formal manceuvres of their elders, were allowed 
also a torch each, and spread themselves like fire- 
flies over tl e slo[ e f the Round Tower. The 
beautiful sj le nd d with the lads ranking up 

in close arr j d u ug, with loyalty and fervour, 
and 11 powe f 1 a ned on river and playing- 

Helds, a granl f devotion to their Queen, 

That sight was the most moving spectacle ever 
witnessed in that ancient arena. 

fiHANH CUItRllKllt. 
Thrmisrii ;i stairwiiycd vestibule, in which there 
arc pititures of the Queen, by Angeli, and two of 
recent lights— the one in South Africa, the other 
ill Kgypt — the grand corridor is reached (p. 135). 
F\imittire, i-spc<.'ially some wonderful buhl cabinets, 
precious porcelain, Ocncral (lordon's Bible, and 
very iiiuny pictures are to bo noted. Among the 
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pictures remark the portraits of William Pitt, of 
Walter Scott, of Georgiana, Duchess of Deyonshiie, 
the friend of Charles Fox ; then the numerout^ 
Canalettis, views not only of Venice, but also of Roma' > 
A little picture near the Queen's dining-room, almost 
a miniature, represents Maria Theresa, habited as 
Queen of Hungary, swinging her sword to the four 
points of the compass in token of sovereignty, as she 
rides up the mound at Pesth. This ceremony is still 
practised by every new King of Hungary, and a; 
wondrous sight it is. Dr. William Russell, the famous 
Time8 correspondent, told me, when we saw it together, ' 
that the effect of the swarms of gorgeously dressed 
Magyars filling the great place when the Emperor of ;i 
Austria rode up the mound, crowned and robed, iral ."3 
richer in colour than was any Durbar assembly h9^ 
had witnessed in India. There is a curious pictui^^ 
of t\je Mall, in London, by Hogarth. 

Among the pictures of ceremonies, the best 
those of the marriage of the Prince of Wales, ihe^ 
first council held by the Queen, when, as a girl 
eighteen, she was sunmioned on the death of^ 
AVilliam IV. to preside at the Council to receive fixnn^ 
her uncles and ministers the Oath of Allegianoe. 
Lord Melbourne and the Duke of Wellington 
admirably painted in this scene (p. 137). 

From the dining-room (at the turn of the corridor^ 
the Queen passes over a stone bridge above a stair fc 
her own apartipents. But after dinner she sits awhile 
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always in the corridor, the dinner giiests standing a 
little way off, and she speaks to those with whom, 
she desires especially to confer as each stands before 
her in turn. Formerly the Queen left the room first 
with the Prince Consort, and went along the corridor 
to tho lar^'e drawing-rooms adjoining the chapel, 
where ituisic and dancing occupied the remainder 
of the evening. 

The lai^er dinners are given in a room panelled 
in white and gold, looking out t>ii to the East 
Terrace, In this larger dining-room also guests 
partake of supper after the dratnatle entertain- 
ments. See, when you visit this large dining-room, 
a beautifully chased great " wine-cooler " of silver 
gilt, the tinest piece of silver work at Windsor. 

THE lUlAWINC-noOMM 

arc hiiiidsunie (jip. l.^!J, 141, 14:j), but, except the 
cal.iinets of china and a good picture of Queen 
(Jharlotte by Gainsborough, have nothing that need 
detain you. The East Terrace, on which they look, is 
DjMjn on Sunday afternoons to the public, and is laid 
out in a fornuil Howor garden with statues, vases, and 
fiiiintain.s. It occupies the place of the old moat, 
which swept aroimd all the buildings, and here alone 
porha[)S its absence is not to be regretted. The other 
apartments along tho east and south fronts are not 
shown, and they (lifter in little from those of many 
great English castles. 
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FII'TEENTH-CESTUUV Kl'UNITUHE. 

Louis of Bruff(!8, Lord of Granthuae, paid a vifiit 
to Edward IV. when he was living at Windsor with 
tho Qiicen, Klizabeth Woodville. " When the Lord 
of (Iranthuse came, my Lord Hastings received him, 
and led liim to the far side of the quadrant to three 
chambers whore the King wi»s then with tho Queen." 
Those rntiiiia are described as hung with (.-loth-of- 
gold. "After supper ho was taken to the Queen's 
withdrawing-rocini, where she and some of her ladies 
wore I'laying at the iiiarteanx, and the rest at closheys 
of ivory. In the iriorning, when matins were done, 
tho King heard in his own chapel our Lady Mass, 
which was iTiost melodiously sung. When the mass 
was done. King Edward ^avc his guest a cup of gold 
garniKhcd with pearl. In the midst of the cup was 
a great picec of nnicorn's horn, and on the cover of 
the cup a groat sapphire. Then the King came into 
the quadrant," in tho little park. " The King bade 
him ride on his iiwn horse, a right fair hobby. 
'I'lic dinni-r was ordained in the lodge in the Park. 
After dinufr (hr King sliuwcd him his garden and 
vineyard of pleasure. Then the (,hieen did ordain 
a great lian([iiet. in her own apartments. And when 
they had supped, iriy Lady Elizabeth, the King's 
eldest daughter, danced with tlic l")uko of Bucking- 
ham. The King. Queen, and divers ladies and 
gentlemen, {'ondtictcd tho guests to their rooms, 
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which wore hum^ with white silk and linen cloth, 
unci the rtoor was covered with carpets. The bed was 
of <lown, the sheets of Rennes cloth ; the counterpane 
cloth of gold, furred with ermine ; the tester and 
ci.'iIor iilso of the same material; the curtains of white 
Kari:cnet ; the head, suite, and pillows of the Queen's 
own ordering. In the second chamber was another 
state bod, all white; a couch, covered like a tent and a 
Clipboard. In the third chamber was a bath, covered 
with white cloth. After the guest had taken his 
broth he wiis served with green ginger, divers sj'rups, 
comfits, and liippocrass. After taking his loving 
cup with the King he departed for Westminster," 

\\'hcthor any of the old fiiriLiture remained in the 
ditys of fieoi-ge II, and (ieorgo III. wo do not know. 
Ill Mir liiiio uf iieorgu III. owners of old fumiturfl 
liiiil w. liiiliit of k't.liug house-decorators take it away 
fur \\lL;itL'VL'r it wjis worth, to supply new beds, chairs, 
tallies, etc, the only reijnisite being novelty. I knew 
one house where, in the ISth century, the owners 
cnt out the heads and hands of good pictures that 
tlit'ir own faces and hands might be inserted as an 
iimii-semcnt. Iluurgo 111. liked Windsor, but thought 
the I 'astle inicomfortable, and did not coi'e about 
old fiu'niturc. He built himself an ugly big house, 
now removed, opposite to the Lieutenant's Tower, 
and near where the stables now are. Here ho lived 
vpry ]ilainly, and much beloved, imtil his sad illness 
iiiid blimhiL's.s, when he resided at Kew. 
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Hiivinjf now iiiiido the round of the Caatle, before 
wo approacli its uric of siifety, the Keep, let tis look 
back again for a. moment into the recollections which 
make this central fort most interesting. 

THE ROUND TABLE. 
The history, or "the mystery" — whichever be 
the name most agreeable to the believing or to the 
sceptical car — of King Arthur, is connected with the 
romance of the Castle. " The Ronnd Table " — that 
board at which the conipanions-in-arms of the great 
but shadowy king are said to have sat at meat, none 
being greater or preferred before his neighbonrs and 
peers — was a name that was revered at the Keep 
There, too, the ancient legend was re-told, and a table 
like that of the great king was set forth. A remark- 
able tale this of Arthur and his knights, of the ring 
of heroes whose deeds and ceremonies and loves 
glitter down throngli the darkness of early ages to be 
prized and imitatiod in times nearer otir own, and 
seen in the light of later monkish chronicle. But 
is not tradition itself entitled to credence, even 
though no monk happened to write it down, and the 
legends lived only in the oral speech of the people ? 
It is not in England only that Arthur stands 
a wondrous name. Among others than the Saxon 
races, among the Celts of Cornwall and the early 
settlements on the Clyde, and among the Western 
Highlimds, tribes Imued witli pride their descent 
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from him, and believed in his virtues and heroism as 
much as they believed in the existence of their own 
fathers. The " mythic " king's prowess is commemor- 
ated as part of the romance of early times by all the 
great races inhabiting Britain. But it is to those who 
were here before Saxon, or Dane, or Norman trod 
our land, that the honour of kinship with him 
belongs. There is at Stirling a raised platform look- 
ing down on the place of tournament which is called 
the Bound Table, just as here at Windsor the 
circular mound which dominated the fields outside 
the walls had probably the same appellation. 

Wherever brotherhood in arms and loyalty to 
comradeship, and the virtues of valour and purity 
were held in praise, there memory reverted to that 
king who was the father of chivalry and the founder 
of knightly honour, and they called their places, their 
feasts, their contests after his glorious name. The 
Laureate of our day has placed in gracious verse the 
incidents of those days, as his fancy pictured them, 
and has given fresh life to the personages grouped 
around a monarch whose deeds must certainly not 
be held as fabulous. There is too great unanimity 
among too many witnesses of difterent blood as to his 
existence to justify us in putting him away among 
the things that might have been. The incidents of his 
career may have been enlarged, just as fable gathered 
round the lives of all men who have most stirred 
others to admiration or fear. But these additions 
J 
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to his renl existence are only the jewels of fiincy 
wlierewith the real man waa clothed, or the flowers 
and ornaments that love gathered to decorate his 
lasting tomb. We cannot but acknowledge that great 
presence, although we may look at the man rather 
than at his sword Excalibur, or his lance Irone, or 
his shield whereon was painted an ima^e of the 
Virgin, and which his knights named Pridwen. That 
shield, with their own, was lifted all in vain to ward 
off death in " that great battle of the West," when the 
monarch and the stately band around him went down 
at Kamblan, or Cambula, in Cornwall, and where, 
though Arthur killed Mordred, his enemy, upon the 
plain, yet, being sorely wounded, he survived him but 
ft short time, and died in the year of our Lord 542. 

So, too, in that early Saxon English capital, 
Winchester, a round table is preser\'ed, said to be 
that at whiuh the king sat ; for the Normans took up 
the tradition of the great king which they found 
existing in England, and as Ashmole says tpiaintly, 
" the like round table grew into great estimation and 
request shortly after the Xornian Conquest, and 
continued long with us, being ordinarily set up at the 
grand martial exercises, called hastihides, tilts, or 
tournaments permitted by King Stephen, and much 
encouraged by King Eiehai-d I. (for the delight of 
men inclined to inilitary actions, and increase of their 
skill in the management of arms), and for the same 
enf! imd purjmse as King Arthur iiuido use of it, no 
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less than in memorial and remembrance that he had 
erected an order of knighthood denominated there- 
from, those times being thoroughly persuaded of the 
truth of the story. . . . Besides, Roger Mortimer, 
Earl of March, held the celebration of the Round 
Table (consisting of one hundred knights and as 
many ladies) with tilting and tournaments, at Kenil- 
worth Castle, in Warwickshire, in Edward I/s time, 
and that King Edward III., having designed to restore 
this honour of the Round Table, held a joust at 
Windsor and began his Round Table, and this meeting 
occasioned the foundation of the most noble Order of 
the Garter." So in the central fort at Windsor, as in 
the vale of Winchester, and under the rock of Stirling, 
the places of knightly prowess are called after Arthur's 
order of chivalry, and the enchantment of a lost age 
of courtesy and brotherhood heightens the sentiment 
of wonder with which we look back upon the shadowy 
and saintly warrior-king whose legend is the glory of 
the several races who are united in English speech 
and in the honour of the British name. 

THE ORDEll OF THE GARTER. 

We hear of a building called the Round Table, 
which was 200 feet in diameter. We are told also of 
the great circular tower being fitted up at one time 
with a table running around the interior wall, protected 
by substantial wooden roofing, also named by the phrase 
that had such a magic spell for mediaeval England. 
J 2 
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Perhaps the idea of a brotherliood of equal rank 
among themselves, made it best that at dinner none 
should have a higher or a lower place, and so, in a 
ring, they sat down to eat. Legend affirmed that it 
was not only at Caerloon that Arthur thus ranged 
his knights, but also at Windsor. To the mighty 
King of Britain there came, it was said, foreign 
knights of high renown to learn the code of the 
chivalry of England, and these also, during their 
sojourn, wore admitted to the king's bouse and to 
the Brotherhood of the liound Table. 

At Winchester and at Camelot the story also 
lingered, and tlie time of festival of the knightly 
order was at Whitsuntide. In this time of the 
celebration of the bond that united them, there was 
Nomctliing also religious, some symbolism of that 
ancient tiro- and sun-worshii) that made the circle of 
the god of the Druids, the Bel whose dedicatory fires 
woi-o only wholly extinguished among the common 
people in rciriotc jilacos during the last century. The 
(sircle was a natural sign and badge, linking old iaiths 
to newer jiractice. Essentially military, the tradition 
was bound ujt with the ideal of great deeds and the 
national (irido in the belief of their accomplishment. 

Such pride docs not die with time, nor do the 
sloriijH on which it i.s founded lose any of their wonder 
as they are repeated from age to age. So the Sasons 
ami Normans took fvo])i the Britons the martial tale, 
;mil fiiiU'llishud It in tlmir i>wn way, and the thii^ 
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became like a bright thread woven into the strands of 
their existence. It was the romance in which all 
believed. And when, upon the arrival of the 
Normans, feasting was held in less repute, and the 
nobler life of sobriety and of the homage to woman 
came as the best of the gifts of the conquerors, the old 
romance still flourished, and Arthur was to each as to 
Tennyson in our day, " mine own ideal knight." 

Edward of Windsor can have been no stranger 
to the story of his British predecessor. A sign that 
could bring such memories would be dear to every 
soldier. If it fell in with some other thought, which 
could prove devotion to a lady-love, so much the 
more would it be esteemed. 

There was another tale, and one that came from 
England's Eastern war — namely, that by the media- 
tion of St. George, to whom, as the saintly slayer of 
the dragon, prayer had been made, the siege of 
Cyprus and Acre had succeeded. The volunteers for 
the storming of the fortress had, by accident or other- 
wise, tied their legs round mth a band like a garter, 
so that this had become a badge among them. Were 
a lady to drop her garter, and such to be found, what 
more likely than that the romances so joined to such 
a symbol should make it at once a badge of love and 
of war ? 

The popular belief was that Edward III. found the 
Countess of Sahsbury's garter, picked it up, saw the 
smiles of his companions, and said, " Honi soit qui 
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mal y penao," and declared that it, reminding him at 

onoQ of present love and old romance, should be a sign 
for England's chivalry. So do things happen to win 
a sif,milicnnce, not from one circumstance, but from 
many. Wo ourselves are often not wholly conscious 
of t.iio niingling of tho motives that induce our 
acceptance of our choice. Foreign orders of a purely 
military kind, as was this Order of the Garter, have 
liad such signiti cations given to them by common 
"bruit" Though stoutly denied both in this cose as 
in tho others, wo need not regard the last incident 
that led to tho institution of this bond of knighthood 
as irioro than tliu accident which perfected a resolve 
that had long matured, and was due in its inception 
to very different emotions. 

Imitating the conduct of King Arthur, Edward, in 
1344, invited many foreign knighta, entertained them 
wil.li joust.s and dis])lays of all manner of warlike 
exorcise, cared fur their eouifort in this great circular 
building which ho cliristoncd tho Round Table, and 
niiuii.' |«)litio use of thuir coining by socking to enhst 
thcrri iis allicH. "liytliis synilin] lie assumed," says 
Asbiiiolc, "he dtisigned to bind tho knights or fellows 
uf il. .sivunilly nnl.ii imc another, and all of them . 
Jul, ill'/ In liii-srlf .(.V siiri'rclijn of t/if, onlfT, and 
iici'iniliiigly tliis did jmt only serve as a vehement 
inrcnlivc! to honour and martial virtue, hut also a 
gi)lil('i) bond uf unity and internal society, it being 
mi'.s/ j'li^l thul ihosi; whuni ci|ual virtue and fortitude 
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of mind had joined together, no fortune should 
separate or estrange." Moreover, Sahnatheus notes 
"that in the binding of the leg with this ennobled 
ensign there was given this honourable caveat and 
exhortation — that the knights should not cowardly 
(by running away from battle) betray the valour and 
renown which is engrafted in constancy and mag- 
nanimity." 

Fanciful all this, but is not much that is noblest 
with us bred of what " practical men " call fancy ? If 
the English king invited foreigners to join the band 
of knights to influence them, the same mode of 
gaining influence waiy ^pen to the other monarchs 
who had like orders of chivalry. " He sent his 
heralds to Germany, Fraiice, Italy, Burgundy, Scot- 
land, Hainault, Flanders, knd Brabant, assuring every 
one of safe conduct, and inviting them * to the glorious 
solemnity.' " So they.efitme, and were invested with the 
long blue mantle with the red cross on its left breast, 
and had the garter tied below the left knee, and hood 
" and cap and surcoat over the armour, and the collars 
were all soleumly put on the new knights, the twenty- 
five who were first chosen. Then at Windsor they 
tourneyed and feasted, and wont homo well content. 

The elaborate character of the ceremonial, as 
afterwards carried out, would be too lengthy to recite 
here. Sufficient is it to say that the installation of a 
new knight, who was a subject, involved a great 
cavalcade to Windsor, an offering in the chapel on 
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the cvu of tbu iHStallation, the supper on the eve, a 
procession to the Chapter House, many ceremonies 
there, the procession to the choir of the ehurch, the 
oft'ering there nf t(old and of silver, a grand dinner after- 
wards, eniling with the setting up of the new knight's 
achieveiiionU. Surely, to suffer all this was even 
worse til an to go through the ceremonies of a 
marriage ! 

The honour was so greatly esteemed abroad that 
when Sigisiiumd, the Emperor of Genuaiiy, had been 
installed in 141C, at Windsor, he afterwards entered 
the City of Constance wearing, as ho rode at the head 
of his cavalcade, the collar and other insignia of the 
Garter, wore these on all public occasions, thereby 
giving oH'ence to those who disliked the English 
allian(.:e. He had promised to give to St. George's 
Chapi'I the precious relic of the heart of the Saint, 
and the English King Henry, at the ceremony, had 
himself placed "about Slgisinund's neck the royal 
sign. The Onler was England's badge, dedicated to ■ 
St. (ioorgo, and it was in the Keep that the knights 
first met and ate together at the Round Table, in 
uiomory of the icgendarj' order of the magic times of 
Arthur," 

Our (,)uct'U is iini the first luiiy wlio lias worn the 
insignia of ihe Unlcr. lieltz says that the origin of 
tho custom of decorating ladies may be traced to the 
wish of the victorious knight after a tourney, to share 
hi.'! di^liuclious with the lady of his love. But the 
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admission of ladies was probably made for political 
reasons as well as for those of a personal kind. 
Queens were the heads of the Order, and as such wore 
its badges. Queen Philippa, in 18G2, made an obla- 
tion during the high mass in St. George's Chapel, 
on the day of the feast, and in 1858 messengers were 
despatched to invite the attendance of ladies at the 
festival of the Order. In an account which has been 
preserved of the year 137G, there is a charge for the 
issue of a long robe, together with a hood of cloth, of 
the colour of sanguine in grain, made in the fashion 
of those of the Knights of the Garter, for the king's 
daughter, the Countess of Bedford, to be worn by her 
at the then approaching feast. 

Ladies are said to have also worn around the left 
arm, a little above the elbow, a garter of the same 
fashion as that worn by the knights, with the motto 
of the Order thereon. "Dames de la Fraternite de 
St. George" was the name given to them, and the 
habits were delivered to them annually, to be worn at 
the feast. The robes and hoods were " powdered " with 
" garters," but the number of the embroidered circlets 
was " differenced " according to the superiority of the 
titles and degrees of the ladies upon whom the 
privilege was conferred. 

Let us review as shortly as possible " the solemn 
and sacred ceremony " of installation. 

The offering of gold and silver was made after the 
grand procession had entered, and the Sovereign had 
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rcitiirncd to his stall. " Let your light so shine before 
men," was reeited by the Prelate, To the sound of 
organ iimsic a groom and page, after making reverence, 
nnroUed a carpet heforc the altar, an<l then stood on 
each side. The Alms, Knights, then Ponrsuivants, 
Heralds, and Provincial Kings of the Order ascend 
the daia, and stand on each aide. Tlion the Garter 
Herald waves his rod, after double cibeisances, and 
the Ivnight Companions take their places each before 
his stall, Elack Rod then, making double reverences 
in thti middle of the choir, ascends to near the altar, 
from which ho turns, and the firoom of the Wardrobe 
gives him a little carpet of silk or cloth of gold, which 
he lays on the Uaiit I'as towards the altar. Moreover, 
the groom holiin a fair cnshion of cloth of gold for 
the iSovcrcif,'n to kneel upon, at the time of the 
Sovereign's ortbring. Note that each of these gentle- 
men kisses the cushion to prove that there is no 
poison in it. They make "assay" of it The 
Sovcrci^^oi then, his cushion being proved to be inno- 
cent of evil, arises fmui his scat., makes bis reverence 
to the altar, then, descending to the Chapel floor, 
makes antither bow, and "ascrnds" towards the altar, 
at.lcndcd l>y <larter Herald, the Registrar, the Chan- 
cclliir, Ihr iiobli'man that bears the sword. The 
Knight f'oiiipanion goes a Httio behind the Sovereign, 
who profoods, the train of his robe being borne up, to 
the middle of the choir, where again be bows, and at 
I.I10 }l;iut. Pan agiiiii, Hf tliat bears the Sovereign's 
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offering is the man of greatest rank or estate present, 
and he receives it from Black Rod, the Sovereign 
kneeling meanwhile, and taking the offering and 
delivering it to the Prelate. Then, rising, he goes to 
his stall, again making, at each place as before, the 
reverences towards the altar. After these exertions, 
" He reposeth himself," and looks on at the others of 
the Order as they perform their parts. "The two 
Provincial Kings," who seem to have been the two 
senior knights, have their turn, an intimation that 
they shall proceed being given to each by heralds who 
go to them and bow to them. While they offer, the 
Knights Companions kneel together on the Haut Pas* 
Their offerings are both of silver and gold, placed into 
two basins held by two prebends. They then rise and 
divide, and all making their appointed reverences as 
they retire, go back to their places escorted by heralds 
both in coming to the altar and in going from it. 
When all the Knights Companions have offered, the 
cushion is removed, the carpets are rolled up, and all 
proceed to the Presence Chamber, and " so to dinner,'*^ 
as Mr. Pepys says. 

" Mensa splendida," " Regium epulum," " Epulum 
solenne," the provisions thereof most " costly and 
delicate," " completely royal," are some of the 
epithets that have been applied to the banquet, 
which was eaten after all manner of processions, 
and bowings, and salutations, and placing in rank at 
table had been gone through, the Sovereign having 
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his train burne as at other times, and having to 
wash his hands standing before be was allowed to ait 
down, earls and other peers holding basin, water- 
ewer, towels, etc., for his majesty's manual ablutions. 
Then at last the prelate says grace, and when that is 
qnite finished, Sovereign and all sit down. Most 
usually the Sovereign sat alone. In those days men 
sat on one side of the table only, probably a pre- 
cautionary measure against any stabbing in the back, 
for the hacks were placed against the wall, and any 
treachery could so bo best guarded against. 

When the Emperor came in the Middle Ages to 
visit England, " the Emperor kept the state " — that is, 
he sat at dinner in the middle, and the king on his 
riglit side, and a duke, a chancellor, and a bishop 
on his left. As soon as the Sovereign is sat down, 
the l-inights C'ompanions put en their caps and remain 
so cnvoiixl. During the second eoiu-se, the titles of 
the Sovereigns are proclaimed. This was much after 
the manner of the Highlanders in days long anterior, 
when the Hunnaehies, or bards, proclaimed at the feast 
the ])edigreos which, in countries imder patriarchal 
ride, formed the title whereon depended a chiefs right 
ti> govern. If he ivas not patriarch, he had no power, 
and, til ere fore, by constant recitation of pedigree, 
men kept in mind his hereditary title to be chief. 
Of the vespers, Bupi>er, and other incidents, the 
details are again most laboriously entered by the 
rJjroijicli'rs. 
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Lii'u nowadays is too short for so much elalioration 
of deportment. But it is interesting to glance for 
a moment at the stately ways of days when men 
knew how to " make a reverence " and live with 
honour. 

THE ROUND TOWER (pp. 115, 157). 

The entrance is by a (Jothic door in the Upper 
Ward side of the Norman Gate : a great grim grey 
stair, long as those that ascend to the halls of the 
vast pile of the Vatican. The covered passage climbs 
the mound, and is arched securely and narrowed 
here and there, then again widening until it lands 
you at the base of the Keep, where you find that 
you have in your ascent been under the murderous 
eye which is probably looking over the muzzle of 
a cannon. Its mouth projects from a narrow em- 
brasure placed so that the stair may be swept with 
missiles (p. 159). Tiiere is nothing like a short smooth- 
bore for work at under one hundred yards ! But who 
would storm up such a passage ? Is not the slope 
ontside less dangerous ? The experiment has not 
been made in historical times. It is very possible 
that the JSritish rampart and ditch thrown up in the 
chalk hill may have had its white excavations 
stained with the blood of enemies ; but in those 
wars the monticule was probably lower and its form 
less perfect. Much was done by the Normans to 
make it move syiiimctric.tl and to strengthen the 
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chalk by masonry before the great weight of the 
tower was placed upon it. That weight was increased 




by Wyatfc, who raised the walls and added the im- 
posing machicolation and the Flag Tower. In the 
stairway, Prince Rupert placed many trophies of 
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arms; but the damp must have rusted them quickly 
unless they were constantly oiled. It was wiser to 
have thein under better cover in heated spaces. 

There have been Governors of the Castle ever 
since the days of the Conquerer ; but Rupert's name 
is associated with, the Round Tow^r as the Constable 
who made it most attractive as a residence, and 
adorned it most fittingly with ensigns of war. If 
Ru|)ert never came in battle " but to conquer or to 
die," he never came in peace but to quit a place or to 
adorn it. The windows of the Keep were enlai^ed 
by him. There are two habitable floora, with an 
inner passage looking- into the circidar open space 
of the interior of the tower. This ought, as in other 
days, to bo rooted over and made of use. T"he apart- 
ments are all used when the Castle is visited by any 
foreign Sovereign, or on any occasion that makes 
it necessary to entertain many. Even this accom- 
modation does not suffice, and the large house at 
Frogmoro has to be called on to billet a number, 

A room with upright beams supportii^ part of 
the roof, to the left of the entrance, was that in which 
state prisoners of rank were confined. It was prob- 
ably much altered when the practice of keeping 
captivcK here was discontinued. Another room on 
the uthi'V side of tlie entrance is remarkable as built 
o\'cr the well thiit ensured the garrison a plentiful 
supply of ivater. The existence of this well had 
been wholly l'nri;ottcH. as wo waw on an earlier 
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[)iij;u. lint ihu dump of tlie room was noticed, 
and 110 out; could understand why it was daiiipor 
thivn its neighbours. The floor was taken np, and 
there waa seen a great stone, nearly round, and 
with iron handles let in to the top surfaca The first 
iiltciiipt tn lift this mysterious stone was only a 
piiftiiil success. It came up to the hoiat given it, 
turned round, and disappeared down an apparently 
bottomless vcrtic d shaft Lights were got and it was 
seen lying loO tot-t below, at the bottom of a pit, 
which had boon iref lly lined with masonry, until 
at a eousidorallt distance below the masonry ceased, 
and the rt,st of tht si ift had been bored through 
the chalk of which Windsor ridge is composed. The 
stone was recovered and carefully fixed, and the well 
in still there, its moisture prevented from doing harm 
by adequate planking above it, and its waters repose 
in peace in the divrk white shaft near the level of the 
Thames. 

The pictures of military costumes of the last 
century are interesting to military men; and in- 
teresting to all is a painting of an incident of the 
battle of f.'idloden. Cumberland specially prided 
hiiri.scif on having tiuiglit his men how to tight the 
Highland charge made with target and broadsword. 
The iristnietion was that where possible, when his 
men were in line with bayonets at the charge, the 
thrust against the Highlander who attacked was not 
\o bo delivered by the njau engaged, but by his 
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neighbour, who could ** fix the swordsman from the 
unguarded side." This sounds more theoretic than 
practical, and in the picture it certainly looks as 
if each man of the regulars had enough to do even 
with the poor groups of devoted clansmen who made 
the attack on their disciplined party. At CuUoden 
the weight of the Highlanders' charge was so broken 
by the musket fire from Cumberland's well-embattled 
line, and from the flank fire poured in from the park 
wall by the Argyllshire men, that the test of troops 
when only armed with flintlocks withstanding such 
charges was not seriously tried. The dress of the 
blue-bonneted Highlanders, each wearing the white 
cockade, in the remnant of a clan coluirm which 
throws itself on the bayonets, is well given. 

Cumberland's severity has been denied, but there 
is a very nasty order among those issued after the 
battle, commanding an officer to take troops to search 
the field, and " he and they are to remember that the 
rebels in their general orders of yesterday " {i.e. before 
the conflict) "were to give no quarter to the royal 
troops." What this memory of no quarter in action 
meant after the fight was over, it is easy enough to 
sec. The Japanese have lately been held up to much 
stronger abuse for giving no quarter after the battle, 
although in their case they had found that the Chinese 
had tortured their soldiers in cold blood. Never- 
theless, so great was the ftiry of civil war in Scotland, 
that a Scottish officer in Cumberland's army wrote : 
K 2 
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" Tliuy Riiy our lliiku is Urn severe. I t>nly wish he 
were 10 times inore so." And in amither letter fears 
are expressed that " the Pretender may fall into the 
hands of the regulars, who would save his life, which 
is not to be apprehended were he to fall into the 
power of our [i.e. Scots] militia," The ffiins that 
were lost in the Scots campaign at Falkirk and 
Preston were recovered, and are now at Windsor. 
They are i'our- pounders and six-pounders. Those 
arming the battery around the Keep are of later date. 

Just under this battery, and partly built on 
the mound over against Kinj^ John's Tower, there 
WHS !i tennis-court, iised by the Governor and some- 
times graced by the pi'escnec of the Sovereigns of 
the Stuart family. These old courts were some- 
times smaller than those at Hatfield and Hampton 
Court. At Falkland Palace there is one which has 
blind recessed small windows high in the wall. These 
held the ball when it was struck into them, but 
whether such a stroke gave an advantage or the 
reverse ive d(i not know. Balls made of wood have 
boon found, but the leather that must have covered 
thoiii had viuiished. 

The rooms on the second floor are approached 
by a stair in a small liall containing some fairly 
painted full-length portraits, and in the Governor's 
room is ouc by Angcli of <ilcorgc, eighth Duke of 
Argyll. The Duke of Kent and the Prince Consort 
eiu-]\ licld the office of Constable, the unifonn of 
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which is the same as that of the Governor of the 
other royal fortress in London, namely the Tower. 

During the last century the Governor was ex- 
pected to look after certain interesting tributes to 
be paid to the king. A letter of 1752 says : " Mr. Paris 
intends to wait on me to tender 2 Beaver sIcItis by 
which Mr, Penn holds tlie Province of Penrisylvania, 
and believes that tribute should be tendered here, 
as well as the two Indian arrows by which my Lord 
Baltimore holds the Province of Maryland under a 
grant from the Crown of the Castle of Windsor. As 
to the Indian arrows, they have been constantly 
tendered every Easter Tuesday, but the Beaver skins 
have never been tendered to me." In 1753, the 
" agent for the said Proprietarys " writes : " These 
2 Beaver skins are herewith most humbly yielded 
and paid to His most gracious. Majesty on the part 
of the Honble. Thomas Penn, and Richard Penn, 
Esquires, Proprietarys of the Province of Pennsyl- 
vania in America, pursuant to the Reservation con- 
tained in the Royal grant of the said Province." 

There are thirteen acres of ground in Windsor 
Castle. These royal grants, for which tribute was to 
be paid, then covered about 130,000 square miles 
in America, a type of the relative size of "mother 
country " and of her colonies ! 

The heightening of the walls has added greatly 
to the beauty of the Keep, which had formerly much 
the relative proportion to the rest of the Castle that 



1 66 Guide to Windsor Castle. 

the keep at Arundel shows. Tradition siiys that 
when it was called the Rose Tower, its extamal 
appcivrance was brightened by painting. Bills for a 
vast amount of painting were at one time paid ; and 
just as some of the fortalices in Italy are adorned 
with colour, so it is supposed that foreign artificers 
were employed to make gay the strong walls that 
surmounted the green slopes of the central mound. 

SECRET I'.iSSAGEH. 
Wherever the thick masonry of a feudal strong- 
hold tells of towers of defence built by powerfiil lords, 
you will still find the peasantry recount their belief 
that there are secret passages, leading Lord knows 
where, from the interior of the Castle. Sometimes 
the inibrmatlou given is utterly vague. Sometimes, 
as at Donne, the castle near Stirhng, built by James I. 
of Scotland's surly uncle Albany, the knowledge of 
these things is more precise, and one or two entrances 
from within have been followed, until the exit, in 
aoTtie overhanging bank, was traced. Often they are 
said to plunge down deep enough into the earth 
to let tlio subterranean corridor pass also imder 
i-ivcrs. Heidelberg is said to possess many, although 
they do not go jvs far as the Neekar, but emerge, 
suiiie in the tnwn, sonic in the billRidos above the 

Is it l.fuo that ;U. WiiKlsor iilsn mlcIi exist? Un- 
doiililcdly it is. The passages ;iro dug fruui below 
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the basement of the older portions of the Castle in 
both of the great Wards, and cut through the chalk ; 
arched ways penetrate deep below where the dry 
ditch existed at the foot of the walls. They have 
not been touched, and probably have seldom been 
used since they were first hewn in the natural soft 
white rubble of this raised ocean-bed. And little 
did the men who hewed them think that they were 
quarrying through the remains of the immeasurable 
millions of minute creatures which fell through the 
sea to form its floor, and then to be raised from the 
deeps to support for the brief space covered by all 
our history, the home of the kings of the White Isle. 

Through lines of dark flints bedded in the 
raised-up deposits of the prehistoric sea, the soldier- 
craftsmen dug, preparing these passages as means 
whereby escape could be made, or the outer ditch's 
wall be manned by reinforcements from the garrison, 
without the knowledge of those outside, whether 
friend or foe. 

Where are these passages, and where do they 
lead ? That is a State secret. Suffice it to say 
that they would still form very useful depositories 
for mines, were any foe to seek to rush the old 
ramparts. 

WINDSOR FOREST. 

In 1592 an ancestor of the Duke of Teck, namely, 
the Duke of Wiirtemberg, visited Windsor, and his 
secretary wrote an account of the stay made here 
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in the Ibnn of a letter addressed to the trayeller. 
" His Majesty appointed a respectable elderly English 
nobleman to attend on your Princely Grace, to show 
the Castle, and make the visit pleasant and merry 
with shooting and hnnting the numerous herds of 
j^ame, for there are KO parks adjoining each other 
full of fallow deer and other game, which may be 
driven from one jjiu-k to another, and thus one can 
enjoy splendid and royal sport I In the first park 
your I'rincely Grace shot a fallow deer through the 
thigh, and it was soon after captured by the dogs. 
In the nest you hunted a stag a long time over a 
broad and pleasant plain. You shot it with an 
English cross-bow, and the hounds at length out- 
wearied it. In the third yoii noosed a stag, but 
somewhat too quickly, for he was caught too soon. 
Those three deer wore presented to your P. G., and 
one of them Wiis done justice to in the apartments 
of the French Ambassador." 

The " rides," or walks, arc improvements dating 
from Stuart times, and coinpensation was given to 
the town of Windsor for the loss of its common 
fields, now the " plcasaimee " of a larger public. 

The pretty lake, called Virginia AVater, and much 
of the wood of j)iiic and beeeh, arc ornaments added 
by the Guclphs. The victor of (JuUoden took counsel 
with the artist and surveyor, Paul Sandby, in land- 
scape gardening, with good results. 

Earlier in the lust century the poet Pope lived 
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long within the lionncia of the old forest, and in 
this century Shelley wrote descriptions of it which, 
though not espcciitily good, have the clearness 
and sornu of tho beauty of diction which all 
a<hnire in his lines on "A Mummer Kvening 
Churchyard, Lochlade, Gloucestershire," and others 
of his [locnis. 

Tlierc is in the (Jastio the picture of a poet who 
iriade history and adorned it with verse, niiinely, 
Henry Howard, Earl of Surrey. Holbein painted 
him dressed in a suit " pinched in with stays, a 
jerkin with its pnckerings rendering the shoulders 
of exceptional breadth," as with ladies of the 
present fashion ; " the shirt and ruffles of black 
and white lace ; the cap of scarlet with a white 
feather. The body of the costume scarlet, as are 
also Icj,i,rings, stockings and shoes. The sword of 
gilt with red leather scabbard ; a chain of gold round 
the neck, and im the right side a dagger in a gilt 
ciisL'." In spito of Surrey's great services, his death 
;.^'avi! aiiiitliur instance of the vengeful tyranny of 
Henry VUI. He, too, speaks of the charms of 
Wintlsor l''orcsU 

Siiri'i'y writes ni' uji.rly joys, and bemoans lits fate 
wlicu lii' was :i ciipl.ivi: in tlic Norman Tower; — 
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Where each sweet place returns a place full sour ! 
The large green courts, where we were wont to liove, 
With eyes cast up unto the maidens' tower, 
And easy sighs such as folk draw in love. 
The stately seats, the ladies bright of hue, 
The dances short, long tales of great delight. 
With words and looks that tigers could but rue ; 
Where each of us did plead the other's right. 
The palm play, where, despoiled for the game 
With dazM eyes, oft we by gleams of love 
Have missed the ball and got sight of our dame, 
To bait her eyes that kept the leads above. 
The gravel ground, with sleeves tied on the helm, 
On foaming horse, with swords and friendly hearts. 
With cheer as though one should another whelm ; 
Where we have fought and chasM oft with darts. 
The wild forest, the clothM holts with green, 
With reins avaled, and swift y-breath^d horse, 
With cry of hounds, and merry blasts between. 
Where we did chase the fearful hart of force " : 

or, as we should express it now, " the timid stag 
with horse and hounds." The old expression "of 
force " still survives in German, where a " per force 
Jagd" is the description of a hunt with hounds. 

Some of Pope's lines on Windsor Castle may be 
quoted : — 

" Here, in full light the russet plains extend : 

There, wrapped in clouds the bluish hills ascend. 

E'en the wild heath displays her purple dyes. 

And midst the desert fruitful fields arise. 

That, crowned with tufted trees and springing corn, 

Like verdant isles, the sable waste adorn. 
* * « # 

See, from the brake the whirring pheasant springs. 

And mounts exulting on triumphant wings : 
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Short is his joy ; lie feels the fiery wound, 

Flutters in blood, and panting, beats tlie ground. 

All, what avail hiB glossy varying dyes, 

His ijurple crest, niid scarlet-i^ircled eyes. 

The vivid green his shining plumes unfold, 

His painted wings, and breast that flames with go]d ! 

In genial spring beneath the quivering shade. 
Where coi>liiig vapours breathe along the mead, 
The patient fisher takes his silent stand 
Intent his angle trembling in his hand. 

The youth rush eager to the sylvan war, 
Swarm o'er the lawns, the forest walks surround. 
Bouse the fleet hart, and cheer the opening hound. 

« • • • 

Let old Arcadia boast her ample plain, 
The immiirta! huntress, and her virgin train ; 
Nor envy, Windsor ! since tliy shades have seen 
As bright a goddess, and as chaste a queen ; 
Whose care, like hers, protects the sylvan reign, 
The earth's fair light and empress of the main [Anne !]. 

l!e:ir me, bear me to sequestered scenes 
The bowery mazes, and surrounding greens ; 
To Tliames's banks, which fragrant breezes fill, 
Or where ye Muses sport on Cooper's Hill. 

Here iioLle Rturey felt the sacred rage, 

M.ii.'l'l. !, i . ,-li?^ lance, 

llnM . ■■■ . ; ■ ■■. llis^dance: 

In (li.. -.n,.' -li.Mir- ill, r,i|.i,|-,tntica his lyre. 
To the same notes of love and .soft desire: 
Fair (Jeraldinc, bii^ht object of bis vow. 
Then tilled the groves, as heavenly Mim now." 



The Long Walk, 173 

He then recites history, and ends with a hope — 

" O stretch thy reign, fair Peace, from shore to shore, 
Till conquest cease, and slavery be no more ; 
Till the freed Indians in their native groves 
Reap their own fruits, and woo their sable loves, 
Peru once more a race of kings behold. 
And other Mexicos be roofed with gold." 

The road to the great camp at Aldershot branches 
off at the head of the Long Walk. On the way to 
Virginia Water there is the equestrian statue to the 
Prince Consort, a work by Boehm. The road to the 
right of the bronze statue of George III., at the end 
of the walk, leads through the park to Cranbourne 
Tower, where for a short time Princess Charlotte 
lived when she had fallen under the displeasure of 
her father, George IV. ; but although grateful for 
the roads and avenues made by Sovereigns from 
Charles II. to George III., we shall enjoy most 
the woodland, where the great oaks and beech grow 
thickest to frame the view of the Castle, seen through 
boughs and across the fern-swathed slopes (p. 169). 

Shelley's lines describe his impressions in wander- 
ing through the woods : — 

" More dark 

And dark the shades accumulate — the oak, 

Expanding its immense and knotted arms, 

Embraces the light beech ; the pyramids 

Of the tali cedar, over-arching, frame 

Most solemn domes within, and far below, 

Like clouds suspended in an emerald sky, 

The ash and the acacia floating hang, 

Tremulous and pale. Like restless serpents clothed 
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Ill rainbow and in fire, tlie jtacusites, 

Stiirred witli ten thousand blosaoms, flow iiround 

The gray ti'unks ; aud aa gamesome infants' eyes, 

With gentle ineaniHga. and most innocent wiles, 

P'okl their beams round the liearts of those that love, 

These twine their tendrils with the wedded boughs, 

Uniting their tlose union ; the woven leaves 

Miike network of the dark blue light of day, 

And thu night's nooutide clearness mutable, 

As shapes in the weii'd clouds. Soft mossy bowers 

IJeiioath these canopies extend tlieir swells, 

Fragi'ant with [lerfnmed herbs the darkest glen 

Sends from its woods of musk rose twined with jasmine 

A soul -dissolving orlour to invite 

To some mote lovely mystery." 

Thrmigli the yliwios of tho forest and the oak- 
sHidded pjirk there once rode at night a melancholy 
ciiviilcado. It was preceded by a<ivance guards, who 
hivil tlaiikerH riding on each side, carefully examining 
the thickets as they passed. In the centre marched 
;i I'niiijiact body, and by the ghmmer on helmet and 
lirrasl-pioco, and drawn swords, and the clank of 
liriilli.'-ihain and scabbards, they seemed a strong party 
of \vt:]l-arnied men. In their centre rode a prisoner, 
U(,' iiiul been brought from Eagshot, and then with 
every proeantion through the foiijst, and was bound 
I'or Windsor. In silence he and his escort passed, 
the pi'isoner riding with dignity and with no fetters 
iin hanils or arms. It was King Charles I., still 
callrii King, and treated with outward ceremony of 
Iiiyally by the Roundhead otKcer with whom he went 
no [ontilHngty. Arrived at tlie (.'iistle he was still 
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allowed to see friends and to write, but he was 
watched, and the messages he sent to his adherents 
Avere often sent by word of mouth only, and, if 
written, were on small pieces of paper. The hand- 
writing was always most careful. A copy of one 
of these is appended here. When the King was 
removed for safer custody to the Isle of Wight, he 
was kept in no stricter ward than at Windsor until 
he attempted to escape, and then all communication 
with the outside world was denied to him. 

Another scene. Another cavalcade cantering 
through the park. This time there is no armour 
to shine or sword to clank. It is no midnight ride, 
but a great bevy of ladies and gentlemen coming 
gaily along the fine old trees in bright sunshine. 
The gentlemen wore tall dark hats and close-fitting 
coats, and several are old-fashioned enough to wear 
their Orders. At the head of the whole party a 
graceful girlish figure, in riding habit and black 
round-topped hat, leads the way. There is a hand- 
some man, wearing a short moustache and whiskers, 
looking with clear blue eyes at the lady. His seat 
is very erect. Just behind him rides another very 
good-looking man, much older, but with a careless 
hunting seat, and an expression of almost parental 
benevolence; he, too, looks at the "young lady,*' 
and laughs as he bends forward a second to say 
something. Other ladies are close behind him, 
and all laugh out gaily; and their horses seem to 
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cjitch the joyouanesa of their riders, and bound on, 
and soon evun thu Hcixrlet-uoated grooms, who are 
the lust of the company, are lost to sight Who 
are these ? The people in a wagonette on the 
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'II vim that yon have seen Her Majesty 

V'ii'toria, Prince Albert, Lord Molboiime, 

liiiiL' Minister, and the court party ride 
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past Alas ! this is already a reiainisceace of Bfty 
years ago. 




To those who care mote about pigs than poetry 
or history, the Home Farm will be interesting. 
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Splendid cattle are raised here, immense beiists that 
take the best prizes at ^[ricultural shows. 

To return to romance, you need not look for 
Heme's Oak, for it has disappeared long ago. Read 
Harrison Aiusworth's novel of "Windsor Castle" if 
you want to remember the Demon Hunter who 
appeared with the honis of a fallow deer on his head. 
Give time to see the I'ark well, then return to the 
to\vn (p. 177), noticing on the market-place the 
tigiu'cs of (Juecii Anne and Prince George of Uen- 
iiuirk, her husband. 

KTON. 

After seeing a good deal of the Forest, there is 
plenty of time, during a siiirmier afternoon, to visit 
Eton, where the beautiful grounds, the Playing 
Fields, and the College of Henry VI. clothe with 
splendid traditions the boyhood of those who are 
trained here, and are expected to carry forward by 
their own careers the name and the fame of their 
country. The river winds by this park, its banks 
filiailod by the fine elm trees that are planted in 
stately avcnuca and c]timp.s around the cricket lawns. 
Nothinif is lacking at Eton that should make a boy 
manly by exercise, and gentle with those manners 
" that arc not idle, but the fruit of loyal nature and of 
noble mind." 

On a day when tho oight-oar outrider boats as 
they race, swinging up the current to Surlcy Hall, are 
irvir.diod by the huuibli.'r iriilt, and lUl the stream is 
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gay with glancing oars, or when a great cricket or foot- 
ball match is being played, Eton is seen at its best. 

Until comparatively lately, the "knowledge of 
mankind," or rather, of boy nature, was the chief 
instruction a lad at Eton could hope to receive. A 
different view of the practical necessities and re- 
sponsibilities of teaching has been taken during the 
last two decades. Latin verses are not now regarded 
as the all-in-all necessary for after life. The classical 
lore which used to be supposed to be the chief nurse 
of a vigorous mind is seen to have occupied too much 
of that mind's malleable moments. The education is 
now a very real one. 

It is fortimate that the games — the rowing and 
the physical training generally — have been even 
further encouraged. Not only are cricket grounds 
more numerous than ever, but there are also racket 
courts and fives courts, the last in such numbers that 
it is no longer necessary, as it was in my time, to tell 
off the small boys to race for the possession of them 
for the benefit of their seniors. 

Formerly the quickest runners among the young- 
sters who sat nearest the door were in great request — 
Why ? Because the seniors had to march out of 
chapel decorously when the service was over, but it 
was possible for the little ones near the entrance to 
walk out with sufficient solemnity until the ante- 
chapel's stairhead was reached. Then came a rush 
of white-collared, bare-headed boys, their bounding 
L 2 
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bodies diul in black rounil jiickcLs, all 
ill ail iivalanchc down tho stone steps, to spring 
off lielow at utmost speed to secure the e^ht 
courts which then afforded the only chance of a 
game of fives. As one whole "half" {as we in- 
sisted in calling ono-third of each year) was em- 
phatically " fives half," that game being the rage, 
it may Lu iinderstoocl in whnt importance the small 
boys' speed was held. 

This game, as played at Eton, had its origin in 
the fact that balls wore thrown against the walls 
formed by the chapol and two of the great buttresses 
that rise high at intervals to support the " thrust " of 
the stone-vaultod roof originally intended for the 
chai>el, but never executed. The end of a stairway 
balustrade encroaches a little on the court so formed, 
and to hit a ball so that it flies back agauist this 
projection is one of the master strokes in the game. 
You then get it "into pepperbox," out of which it is 
very diiheult to strike it This " pepperbox " you will 
see repeated from the original chapel court, in all the 
newly built fives courts, and the circumstance gives a 
curious iilustrution of how a game becomes fixed from 
some accidental cause. 

Hut we must nut speak of the eliapcl as a vestibule 
to the fives courts. Enter by the old stair, and you 
will see in tlii' an to -chapel the armorifU bearings of 
those " Eton fellows " who have fallen on the field of 
Utt(\r in (let■euL■i.^ of i\w\y wwutvy. The church, with 
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the college biiiltlings, is said not to have Iteon finished 
till l.iOO, although begun fully fifty years earlier, 
Henry's work was not admired by Edward IV., and 
Eton narrowly escaped the forfeiture of hor endow- 
ments. The founder wished to have, in this boys' 
cliai>cl, " no snperfiuity of eiirioua work of entail and 
busy mouldings." The first plans were never carried out. 
The roof ia of wood instoaii of stone. The windows, it 
is saiil, were tiniHlied with arehes of a flatter kind 
tlian Wiis first proposed, and there are other evidences 
that money had to be saved and the building com- 
pleted at loss cost than Henry had wished to spend 
upon it. Hoe Luptou's Chapel on the left, and 
Jiacon's statue of Henry VI. 

When the old whitewash was taken away, paintings 
were found beneath the windows in a double row. Each 
pi(:Lure was divided by panels containing emblematic 
fi<rt!res. These paintings ivere in oil, and were of the 
dill I ■ "f Mie end of the fifteenth century. The subjects 
\\>-v>- 1 lir li'^'cnds (if the miracles of the Virgin Mary, 
l<> wlmiii il)c cnlk'ge was dedicated. Some drawings 
wciv inmlc nl' i.bi'se before they were removed, and 
I'lMiii wli;ii ciui be known of them through those 
ski't.i'lK,-; iltiiy are siipjiosed to have boon executed by 
I'Intriiiiur or .Siiniesc artists. 

IviiviiiLrMiv !uit(M'bii|H'l by the north door, wo may 
\-\\\<\\ ibr I'lipii' Si'linni, iir. by descending the great 
^iiiir ;iii(l ciilriiii^- ibr i|Uiidranglo by the centre 
rn/c-incr, il is -^mwA l^^, turning' u> the right and 
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ascending an old oak stair. It is the work of Sir 
Christopher Wren, and on brackets on its walls are 
the busts of eminent Etonians. Grey, Fox, Canning, 
Wellesley, Carlisle, and Gladstone, are there, and it 
should soon have Lord Rosebery, who was educated 
at Eton. On the oak panelling, on the desks of the 
masters, on the forms the boys use, are hundreds of 
other names. On the centre desk is that of young 
Francis Douglas, who was one of the first party that 
ascended the Matterhom, and was killed in the descent. 

The cloisters beyond the great court are well 
worth seeing. They surround a court, and over them 
are the college hall, library, and provost's and 
fellows' rooms. Like the large halls at Cambridge 
and Oxford, the hall is the dining-room for those 
boys who live on the foundation, and there they meet 
every day for dinner, the heads of the college sitting 
at high table on a dais. The kitchen should be seen, 
for it is of a curious old type, but very practical 

The library has some very valuable books. Queen 
Mary of England's Service Book, containing her 
autograph, requests the prayers of a friend to whom 
she had given it. It is written on vellum and finely 
illuminated. A heraldic History of the World, with 
gods and goddesses posjsessing coats-of-arms ; a copy 
of the Nihelungen Lied, given by one King of Prussia, 
and a set of Frederick the Great's works, given by 
the Empress Augusta; and some Caxtons may be 
mentioned amongst the more interesting volumes. 
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But of the Ibimdationers the proportion among 
the boys is small, for there are only about eighty of 
them, and the school boasts of over one thousand 
boys, in my time the only overcoats worn were the 
long black stuff gowns of the eight}'. Now everyone 
is allowed to weax a great-coat More liberty as well 
as greater comfort is allowed. "Out of bounds" was 
still au expression with a meaning, but the significance 
was limited. If you were not seen out of bounds, 
you might bo safe from punishment. The masters 
took especial pains not to see you. If you insisted 
on being found out, then you were seriously spoken 
to. IJut it was quite sufttcient for a master to see 
yon vanish round a corner, and it would have been 
quite impardonablc on his part to go after you or 
look for you. The pretence of getting out of his 
way was enough. This was called "Shirking," To 
shirk in this way was more than winked at. To be 
sure, there were some parts of the town which were 
absolutely forbidden ; but when, for instance, a couple 
of boys started off to go to the Long Walk during the 
two lioui-s whicli was the longest time anyone could 
hope to be free of some school or tutor's coll, it was 
necessary if you met a master to shirk him, and he 
looked the other way, and nothing more was said, al- 
though the fiction of "out of bounds" was kept as sacred 
to the memory of the past Eton of Henry VI. 's day. 

( ff iit.hcr old customs you see nothing now. There 
iviuj ji riim in ancient <lay8 delivered over to the boys 
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to be clubbed to death, a remnant of some custom 
lost in the mists of antiquity. Then there was the 
very popular " Montem." Why this was given up 
remains a wonder. All the boys dressed up in fancy 
or carnival dresses, and proceeded to a place about two 
miles off, where they were met by all their friends, 
"half the rank and fashion of London,'*' who were 
plagued by the youths for "salt," which meant 
money, or " a tip," the amount collected being often 
about £1,400, which went, after deduction of ex- 
penses, to the senior scholar. The 4th of June, King 
George III.*s birthday festival, has taken the place of 
Montem, and it is certainly a prettier festival than 
the other can ever have been. 

Boys remain at Eton often until they are eighteen 
or nineteen, and there is no place in the world where 
a boy can be happier, or where the nonsense is 
knocked out of him sooner should he come provided 
with swagger and conceit. Latin verses used to 
threaten to render him a useless rhymester, but Eton 
has buried this habit of instruction. 

It may be mentioned that a rhymester, famous 
as having written a very few of the good and many 
of the worst versions of the Psalms, lies buried in the 
chapel " God's Acre." Rous, of Cromwell's time, the 
Welshman, who wrote for Scotsmen their favourite 
" Rous's Version," sleeps forgotten, except in Scotland 
where many believe he was a Scotsman, and think 
him equal to Bums and Scott. 
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Walk back from Eton through Keate's Lano, a 

street called after a fbrinor head-iuaster, whose re- 
putation lives chielly through the tradition that he 
only recognised a boy when about to flog him. Head- 
masters have an arduous and responsible place, 
Formerly they were more renowned for making 
themselves disagreeable than for any other eminence 
of character. They had too much secular business 
to make themselves a name in literature. Their 
teaching was too classical to be popular or useful. 
Nowadays there is a great change. The heads of the 
groat schools are under the eye not of a founder 
or patron as in the Middle Age.s, but of Govomment 
and Boards of " (iovemors." It needed not this last 
adni in i strati ve change to make them conscientious. 
Since Arnold, at Kugby, and otliers elsewhere took 
to heart their responsibilities, the profession of 
teaching in the great schools has often sent its 
viil.iwirs from the sohool desk to the Bishop's bencli. 
'I'bi' iiiiliility of the profession has been fully ro- 
i'o^fiiisi(l l>y the State's rowai'd to successful masters. 
'I'lic jinsi'iit heml-Triastor of Eton, Mr. Warre, adds 
In bis I'liiiiiis on tho gratitude of parents for con- 
Hcirniiuti.'^, ]irt\i'tic:d, imd manly training brought 
liniiir 1.U (.Mill liny's sttliool-lifo, thc claiui to the 
lubiiii'iUinii wwA iiHection of tho boys tbeniHelves 
by liiK foHtciugo of tlieii- sports. If it bo the 
football scasion, ynu will sco each field, between 
Kvnto's Lane and thc railway viaduct on the right, 
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or the river in front, occupied by the various " house 
games." 

Going on to the Thames bank, note the clump 
of old trees near the railway bridge and the view of 
the Cftstlo thence (p. 187). The Brocas OUimp, as 
this group is called, hears the name of a Norman, 
Sieur de Brocas, and takes us back again to the 
feudal ago, although few people think now that there 
is much in a name, or remember the history of the 
gallant French house, whose patrimonial title lingers 
iu l.lie nitiadows that know them not. They are dead. 
The fuddal a;^'e is gone. But there, in the splendid 
fortress pile of Windsor, iu the red-tiled houses 
clustering imder the protection it once gave {Frontin- 
pirai), and in the great college we have just left, the 
feudal times have given our own of their best. 

It is a coininonplaec now to scoff at things feudal 
Yet that syRtein bound the nation together with 
strong bonds of duty and of sympathy. Service 
was given uuiier it by freeuien for the protection 
such service bought for them. The lord was bound 
to dufend hiK vay.sal against all enemies, just as much 
as the vasfiiil knew that his tenure of good things 
depended on his going to war when required by 
his cumitry. The nation was ranked up from peasant 
to king ill the ciose array of mutual obligation and 
of martial synipathy. There was no need in war- 
litiic o[ jH-ess gang or of conscription. Eiuili yeoman 
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knew he must serve, just as each knight knew that 
he would be dishonoured unless he came with armour 
and armed following at the call of his monarch. It 
was a military system for mutual defence. If the 
"smug citizen" was required at "home to carry on 
commerce, he, too, was expected to serve in his town 
militia, in the " train-bands," which could, if necessary, 
give a fair account of themselves. "Spend me, but 
defend me," was the sentiment of the poorer, and 
the richer classes spent their goods and gear freely 
in defence of their country, craving no more defence 
than could be given by the banded force of the 
Kingdom. Feudality armed the nation " cap-a-pie " 
from head to foot. The links of defence ran through 
all classes and knit people together in a way hardly 
known now. 

We would not, if we could, go back to such an 
order of society. But we are not better than they 
were, save in material comforts of numbers, of better 
arms, quicker travel, and knowledge of what all the 
world around our own island, and in far-off countries, 
is doing. This news is brought to us every morning 
at our breakfast ; but are we more certain than were 
they of old that the rest of the day will be as surely 
spent in doing good duty for comrades and country ? 

Whatever our conceit, we shall not mourn that 
such splendid monuments of ancestral power and 
work have been left to us in Windsor and Eton. 
They are both proofs of the stately march and 
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continuity of our history. There in the old Castle 
yonder aro still gathered each year around their 
Sovereign tlio men of ago, of experience, of fame in 
council and in iiold. The ancient walls still hear 
these men speak of what they deem best fi)r the 
welfare of Britain, just as they heard such debate nine 
hundred years ago. The only change is that they 
hear men speak of a greater Britain, of a power 
not confined to the island of the chalk cliffs, hnt 
reaching from the old white citadels over an empire 
greater than Konie's. And as at Windsor these old 
scenas are ever continuing the same under change 
of form and people, so also at Eton the young hfe of 
England watches its country's tlag on the Keep above 
it, and learns discipline in order that, in after years, 
it may ac([uiro conmiiind. Scene and training are 
both splendid heritages, and here both ore present to 
make us live worthy of our Imperial citizenship. 
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Official Illustrated 
Railway Guides. 

With Illustrations on nearly every page, 

Maps, &c. 

Paper coverSf is, each ; or cloth, zs, each. 

London & North Western Railway. 

Great Western Railway. 

Midland Railway. 

Great Northern Railway. 

Great Eastern Railway. 

London & South Western Railway. 

London, Brighton and South Coast 
Railway. 

South Eastern Railway. 
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POPUUR ILLUSTRATED RAILWAY GUIDES. 

The following Abridged Popular Editions, prepared 

from the above Official Illustrated Railway 

Guides, are issued at ^d. each. 

Great Eastern Railway. 
Great Western Railway. 
London & North Western Railway, 
Midland Railway. 

Others in preparation. 
CASSELL & COMPANY, Limited: 

London, Paris &* Melbourne. 
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